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PENSACOLA, FL Bishop Philip Duncan has
announced that the last print issue of The
Coastline, the official newspaper for the
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, is the one
you are reading: Fall 2009.  

The Coastlinebudget has a substantial
remaining balance and Bishop Duncan has
requested for those funds
to be used to fill other
"holes" in the overall
diocesan budget which is
under severe strain. 

"To be honest, it is
fine with me,” says
Cindy McCrory, Director
of Communications and
Editor of The Coastline.
“The weekly e-news and the website have
been and will continue to be the most current
source for diocesan information. The hardcopy
of the Coastline is an extremely expensive
duplication of what is already  available
online and it is not a very timely publication. 

"Although a part of me is sorry to see the
paper go the way of so many others nation-
wide,” she continues, “I find there are many
advantages of online information.  The inter-
net offers more flexibility and infinite space
for expanded news stories and a spacious
photo gallery.  Our readers can download and
print any story or photograph they wish and
can forward stories and photos to friends and
family. And its free!

“ I am very aware there are many parish-
ioners who rely solely on the hard copy of
The Coastline for news about the diocese. My
hope is that the parishes will print stories for
those parishioners who do not frequently use

the computer or who have specific requests. In
fact, this could be a new ministry within the
parish to download and print the news for
those who are not internet savvy or do not
have computers. Finding a small area in the
parish hall with a donated computer or two  is
another way to minister to those who need

access to or instruction in
the web. It would be a
great ministry to bring
the youth and the older
members together!"

As  Editor of The
Coastlineand content
manager of the diocesan
website, Cindy posts
online all announcements

and stories otherwise printed in the hard copy
issues of the newspaper.  Visitors to the web-
site often have information up to a month or
six weeks earlier than those who receive the
hardcopy in the mail. 

"Many event announcements miss the
print issues entirely because the events are
announced and then occur before the next
issue is printed," the editor continued.  “The
online calendar is continually updated and is
the best source for diocesan calendar informa-
tion.”

Parish events will continue to be covered
by the Editor as well as numerous parish rep-
resentatives, “The Coastline Communicators.”
All stories and photos will now be in online
form within the website with print-friendly
versions of the stories.  Ideas for the future
include an annual "yearbook" which can be

Online with the Coastline!
Web offers more space, flexibility for news
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The Rev. Canon Mark
Dunnam accepts call

to Florence, Italy

Canon Dunnam to be new Rector of
St. James Episcopal Church
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The Rev. Canon Mark Dunnam and 
Dottie Dunnam

(By Cindy McCrory, Editor
The Coastline

PENSACOLA, FL Congratulations to The
Rev. Canon Mark Dunnam who has been
called to be Rector of St. James’Episcopal
Church in Florence, Italy.  Mark’s first
Sunday as Rector of St. James is October 11,
2009.  his wife, Dottie, will be traversing the
globe for a few months to complete obliga-
tions to her voice and piano students and to
the Girls’Choir at All Saints, of which she is
Director before making a final landing later
this Fall in Florence.    

The Rev. Canon Dunnam is a graduate
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The Bishop’s Notes

PENSACOLA, FL I am
pleased to write about
Stewardship at this time
of the year when many
of us are or soon will be
reflecting upon steward-
ship. I want to thank the
Diocesan Commission
on Planned
Giving/Stewardship for
their work this year, and
also to thank the numer-
ous clergy and laity who
have written about stew-
ardship, including pro-
grams that have proven
to be helpful in teaching
this theological principle.
This is the time of year,
traditionally, when the
Church (congregations)
begin to plan budgets
and seeks ways to fund
and pay for programs for
the next year. This may
seem strange, but stew-
ardship is not about mak-
ing or meeting a budget goal, as important as
that process is. It is important and vital to the
well being of congregations, agencies, and the
Diocese to do this budgeting.    

Stewardship is not about fund raising. It is
not about slick ways to get people to give
more. It is about how each one of us sees our
relationship to and with God working through
the Church, and responds to that relationship
in our giving from the gifts we have received.
Stewardship is the main work of the Church
because it acknowledges that “all things come
from God and from God’s own have we given
a proportion back to God to further the work
of the Church.” 

I like proportionate giving as a way to
look at how we give. When I take the amount
of income upon which my family wishes to
give a percentage (for me this is a choice each
of us makes and is between us and God
alone), I calculate that from 1% to 15% to see
where I might be able to give in any given
year. I know that the Old Testament suggests
in several places 10%, but that is not a cap
(maximum) it is a place to start.

Kathy’s family and my family were both
tithers and did this quietly and with grateful

hearts. They believed
that the work that could
be accomplished from
the gathering of that
which is freely given,
with no strings attached,
could work miracles.
Indeed it did! It did for
the congregations to
which our families
belonged, and I believe
for us as well.

The building up of
the Body of Christ and
the mission and ministry
of the Church is a reflec-
tion upon how each of us
responds to that sense of
gratitude. Over the years
that I have been
ordained, I have grown
to believe that the New
Testament authors
reflecting upon Jesus,
understood that financial
gifts were as important
as our time and our tal-

ents, which we are also asked to share as we
are able to do so. 

Why do we Episcopalians seem shy speak-
ing about money, when it involves our giving
to the Church? As we reflect in prayer, giving
thanks to God for all that we are and have,
may we pray as well for a world that needs
the Gospel and needs to hear that God in
Christ Jesus welcomes all people into the
household of faith. 

For some of us, in this economy, we can-
not do all we want. For some, we might be
able to do more. For all of us, this is not about
guilt or not doing enough, it is about offering
what we are able to give, to the work we
believe God is calling us and the Church to
do. As we do that, we and others are blessed.

Our gifts, tithes, offerings and pledges
make a difference. They matter to each of us,
to God and to the work of the Church. May
each of us be filled with the joy, grace and
love of Christ Jesus, who is the perfect gift
from God. 

In the Name of Jesus, the giver of all good
gifts,
Bishop Duncan

Stewardship, the Main Work of the Church

The Rt. Rev. Philip M. Duncan, II

Stewardship is the main work of the Church
because it acknowledges that “all things

come from God and from God’s own have we
given a proportion back to God to further the

work of the Church.” 
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Provided by The Rev. Albert Kennington,
Historiographer Team

Below is a listing of the Editors of The Coastline
since its inception in 1971.

1.  General Jack Parsons, Bishop Murray's 
administrative assistant, got out the first issue

2.  Clay Swanzy, member of St. James', Fairhope
3.  The Rev. Ben Meginniss, rector of 

Trinity, Mobile     
4.  Robert Day, member of All Saints', Mobile 
5.  Sarah Teague, member of St. Paul's, Mobile     
5.  The Rev. Ed Campbell, rector of St. Simon's,

Fort Walton Beach     
6.  The Rev. Richard Schmidt, rector of St. Paul's,

Daphne     
7.  David Clothier, member of Trinity, Mobile     
8.  The Rev. Jerald Hyche, curate of St. James',

Fairhope     
9.  Cindy McCrory, member of All Saints', Mobile

Editors of The
Coastline
1971-2009

Cycle of Domestic Violence education is The Rev. Martha
Kreamer’s mission

ordered online and mailed to the reader/pur-
chaser for a small cost.  (More details will be
available as this idea progresses.)

Three e-publications currently go out to
online subscribers: Ar ound the Diocese,
The Bishop’s Notes, and frequent short
reminder e-postcardsas needed.  

To receive these emails in your inbox, you
must subscribe online.  Here’s how:

1. Go online and go to:  www.diocgc.org.  
2. Once you are on the diocesan website,
look in the right hand column (sidebar) for
the COMMUNICATIONS category.
3. Click “Subscribe to E-Newsletters”.  (You
must have an email address to subscribe.) 

Members of the diocese may also follow 
The Coastline on TWITTER and FACEBOOK.
The links are available in the same COMMU-
NICATIONS category on the diocesan website.

Please continue to email parish news, photos
and announcements to coastline@diocgc.org
or fax them to 1-866-397-2246.  

The "snailmail" address is 
407 Church Ave., Daphne, AL 36526.    
Website: www.diocgc.org

Subscribe
Continued from page 1

Silent and Deadly

By the Rev. Martha Kreamer, Vicar
Church of the Advent, Lillian

A cycle of death thrives beneath the sur-
face of our country (and also the world).
There is very little outrage about it, in spite of
the fact that its murdered victims far outnum-
ber the deaths of our soldiers killed in Iraq.
Its victims are primarily women, and close to
1200 die every year (down from 1500/year in
1975) as opposed to 4262 soldiers killed since
2003.
[http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/ira
q_casualties.htm]

I am referring to the cycle of Domestic
Violence, and I
learned about it the
hard way.  Paul and
I lost our daughter,
Sarah, in 2002, at
age 27.  A man she
was seeing had
asked her to marry
him.  She turned
him down, but he
could not take “no”
for an answer.  He
shot her in the back,
then took his own
life.  We were¸ and
continue to be, dev-
astated by her loss. 

As I began to learn more about the situa-
tion, I found to my horror, that as clergy, I was
woefully unprepared to deal with domestic
violence in my congregation or community.
Many of the prevalent remedies, such as
orders of protection or anger management
classes prove to be utterly useless.  Couples’
counseling, which clergy are likely to employ
in troubled marriages if they don’t know any
better, actually exacerbates the abuse, because
the victim will either be forced to deny her
abuse or be battered for telling the truth!

I believe that domestic violence can be
fairly deemed a hate crime against women. 
Domestic violence is a leading cause of death
for women ages 15-44, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in
Atlanta. It is a leading cause of death of preg-
nant women, mortality research shows. And
African American and Native American
women are at the highest risk of intimate part-
ner homicide.    

As a result of what I learned, I was moved
to prepare and submit a resolution to the 76th
General Convention, with the following expla-
nation.  To my great satisfaction, it passed
overwhelmingly:

EXPLANA TION:
According to Department of Justice statis-

tics, in the last five years, more women in the
United States have been killed by the men
they live with, or used to live with, than
American soldiers have been killed in war.
The loss of these precious lives, and the grief
suffered by their families, is a national
tragedy. Thousands more women are battered,
abused, and humiliated. Thousands of children
are exposed to conditions that breed more bat-

terers, as well
as more vic-
tims. Yet, where
is the outrage
against the
cycle of vio-
lence? Who
will speak for
these victims?

Advocacy
groups, one
being the
Alabama
Council Against
Domestic
Violence, rec-

ognize that faith traditions have great influ-
ence on the culture of permissiveness sur-
rounding this behavior. They have developed
powerful programs to educate church leader-
ship in prevention and pastoral care for those
involved in domestic violence situations.
These programs and trainers would gladly
share their knowledge at no cost to us; howev-
er, they have found it extremely difficult to
persuade clergy and lay leadership of the need
to participate. Consequently, church leaders
have all too often exacerbated the problem,
inadvertently creating a culture of permissive-
ness. 

The focus and priority of the Episcopal
Church on peace and justice issues, in the
spirit of Ubuntu, makes the 76th General
Convention a perfect advocate to speak out
against domestic violence. Furthermore, with
a resolve to take action, we have the ability to
become leaders in transforming cultures that
accept such cycles of violence, at home and
abroad.

Please see Cycle page 23
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AUSTIN, TEXAS – Fellow Seminary of the
Southwest graduates honored the Rev.
Johnny Cook with the Hal Brook Perry
Distinguished Alumni Award during the
recent Blandy Lectures on campus.

Cook, rector of Christ Cathedral in
Mobile and a 1984 Southwest graduate, was
cited for being “Like a Bridge Over
Troubled Waters, you have been a vital part
of the renaissance of three Texas congrega-
tions while taking leadership roles in many
local and ecumenical initiatives during your

ministry of twenty-five years.” He served in the dioceses of Texas and
Dallas before coming to Central Gulf Coast in 2003.

“You are now in the sixth year as dean of Christ Cathedral in
Mobile, Alabama, where attendance has quadrupled and the average
age of parishioners is forty after tumultuous times at the beginning of
this decade when the majority of the congregation left the Episcopal
Church and Hurricane Katrina battered the church four years ago,” read
the citation accompanying the award.

The full text of the citation follows –

Mar y and Johnny Cook
“Like a Bridge Over Troubled Waters, you have been a vital part of the
renaissance of three Texas congregations while taking leadership roles
in many local and ecumenical initiatives during your ministry of twen-
ty-five years.

“Two of these churches were in the Piney Woods of the Diocese of
Texas, the first of three dioceses you have served with skill and compas-
sion. The second call of your ministry was to Trinity Church in Jasper,
Texas, where you found a congregation that was divided and dispirited.
You encouraged parishioners to begin building community anew and
the parish was thriving when you left after three years to calm the
waters at St. Cyprian Church in Lufkin. That church was in chaos and
its school teetered on the brink of bankruptcy. St. Cyprian’s went from

crisis to growth during your eight years of steady leadership.
“You then went to the Diocese of Dallas and St. Luke’s Church where
the congregation had been split by the departure of the previous rector.
Once again choppy waters were smoothed and St. Luke’s grew in six
years with a refocus on mission ministry – both domestic and foreign –
ranging from the Shoshone Bannock Indians in Blackfoot, Idaho, and
numerous missions to Honduras to support of the Lost Boys of the
Sudan in Dallas – one of whom is now enrolled at Southwest.

“You are now in the sixth year as dean of Christ Cathedral in Mobile,
Alabama, where attendance has quadrupled and the average age of
parishioners is forty after tumultuous times at the beginning of this
decade when the majority of the congregation left the Episcopal Church
and Hurricane Katrina battered the church four years ago.

“Much like the late Hal Perry, your ministry is rooted in a foundation
of quiet, competent and diligent service. We thank you for past service
on our Alumni Steering Committee and rejoice in awarding you the
2009 Hal Brook Perry Distinguished Alumni Award.”

Seminary of the Southwest graduates honor The Very Rev. Johnny Cook

Submitted by Bob Kinney, Director of Communications 
Seminary of the Southwest

The Very Rev. Johnny Cook

Mary and Johnny Cook

MOBILE, AL On Monday evening, October 5th,
clergy and layleaders of the Diocese gathered
at a reception hosted by Christ Church
Cathedral, Mobile to say farewell to The Rev.
Canon and Mrs. Mark Dunnam (Dottie).
Canon Dunnam has accepted a call to be
Rector of  St. James Episcopal Church in
Florence, Italy.  See related article on page 1.

Dean of the Cathedral, The Very Rev.
Johnny Cook, gave Canon Dunnam a sterling
silver pin that is a rendering of the cathedral
with the front and south side showing.  The
Rev. Canon Beverly Gibson read the following
resolution:

Whereas, The Reverend Canon T. Mark
Dunnam, Canon to the Ordinary of the
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, has served
this Diocese faithfully since 1981, some twen-
ty-eight years, and 

Whereas, Canon Dunnam has been a friend
and counselor to the leaders of parishes and
mission throughout this diocese, helping them
navigate through times of trouble toward
places of hope, and

Whereas, he has been a loyal servant of God
in this city of Mobile for most of his life, at
times serving as priest to the Church of the
Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s for the Deaf,
worshipping with his wife Dottie and their
daughters at All Saints’Church, and acting as
a friend to Christ Church, and

Whereas, he and Dottie now prepare to leave
us for a season, journeying to Florence, Italy
in order to serve The Episcopal Church in St.
James’parish there;  

Clergy and layleaders say farewell to Mark Dunnam at Cathedral reception
By Cindy McCrory, Editor
The Coastline

(See Resolutionnext page)
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PORT ST. JOE, FL Bishop Duncan installed
the Rev. Tommy Dwyer as the new Rector
of St. James, Port St. Joe, on September
30, 2009. 

Clerk Jo Munn said, “The parish hall was
decorated in a fall theme and the service
was just beautiful. Everyone and every-
thing could not have been any better.”

St. James, Port St. Joe, welcomes The Rev. Tom Dwyer

Submitted by Jo Munn, Clerk
St. James, Port St. Joe

of General Theological Seminary in New
York City and was ordained to the priesthood
in 1973. He has been in our Diocese since
1981 and has served as the Diocesan office
liaison to many of the Commissions in the
diocese. His interests and expertise is in con-
gregational development and community out-
reach, as well as ecumenical and inter-faith
relations and Benedictine spirituality.  He has
served as a three-term Deputy to General
Convention and as a member of the Board o
Trustees of GTS. 

Dottie Dunnam is a member of the
International Piano Teaching Foundation
where she does consulting work in piano
pedagogy.  Because only one spouse is
allowed to work abroad, she “looks forward
to packing Marcella Hazan’s  The Classic
Italian Cookbook”  and beginning her new
life in that special place. Once settled, Dottie
plans on teaching music on a volunteer basis
to the underprivileged and is excited about
learning Italian. Mark and Dottie also eagerly
anticipate introducing their daughters,
Sheridan and Elizabeth, to the parish.

St. James (above photo) is one of sev-
eral churches in The Convocation of
American Churches in Europe, a collection
of churches, mission congregations, and spe-
cialized ministries spread geographically
over five countries in continental Europe. 

Congregations within the Convocation
vary in size from fewer than 100 members in
the mission congregations to more than 1,000
at the Cathedral in Paris. In total there are
more than 4,000 active parishioners through-
out the Convocation.  The Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity is located in the centre of Paris. 

Florence
Continued from page 1

Above: Bishop Duncan and Fr. Dwyer
Below: Jo Munn stands behind the beautifully arranged food table before the reception

Resolution
Continued from prior page

Now therefore be it further:
RESOLVED, that Christ Church Cathedral
gives thanks for  the ministry of The Reverend
Canon T. Mark Dunnam and for his presence
among us in Mobile an throughout the
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, and be it 

Further Resolved, that we pray for his con-
tinued faithful ministry among us in The
Episcopal Church throughout the world, even
as we look forward to the day he and Dottie
return to us us here in Mobile. 

As A Tokenof our affection and as a
reminder of our prayers, we do present to him
this day a sterling silver pin in replica of our
beloved Church home. 

Approved by the Chapter and 
Deans of Christ Church Cathedral,
Mobile, Alabama this 27th day of
September, 2009
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Parish News   
Trinity, Atmore hosts “Blue Sunday” for First Responders

By Bonnie Bartel Latino
Coastline Communicator for Trinity, Atmore
Special to The Coastline

St. Francis’Pet Memorial Garden 
dedicated at Redeemer, Mobile

Submitted by Nancy Buchanan, Coastline Communicator
Church of the Redeemer, Mobile

MOBILE, AL — Parishioners of Church of the
Redeemer, Mobile, dedicated the St. Francis
Pet Memorial Garden on Sunday, October 4
as part of the 10:15 service.  The Memorial
Garden is a scattering garden and living
memorial to the pets we have loved and
those who have loved us.  The garden is for
the community and is available to anyone by
appointment.  Anyone who is interested
should call the church at 251-639-1948.

Pet Memorial Garden Fountain

Fr. Ray Buchanan leads parishioners in the 
dedication service

Garden photo taken from the hillside

ATMORE, AL - On September 13, the Sunday
closest to 9/11, the streets around Trinity
Atmore were filled with fire trucks, police
cars and an ambulance at the 11 a.m Holy
Eucharist service. Emergency workers dressed
in their distinctive blue uniforms filled pews

designated by enormous blue bows. Mayor
Howard Shell and his wife, the Directory of
Public Safety and the Fire Chief were also in
attendance. None of them are Trinity parish-
ioners. They were there by special invitation. 

Senior Warden Bob Goforth explains.
"Blue Sunday was Trinity's way of thanking
Atmore's First Responders for their dedicated
service to the community. It was heartwarm-
ing to have Mayor and Mrs. Shell,
the Director of Public Safety, the
Fire Chief and a large number of fire
fighters, police officers and emer-
gency medical personnel in atten-
dance . . . The service conducted by
The Reverend Massey Gentry was
superb. Trinity also was very grate-
ful to Merle Matthews' children
Dale, Cindy and Hooper for provid-
ing an absolutely magnificent meal."

Highlights of the service included
having the American flag carried in
the processional by our senior war-
den, a retired Marine Lt. Colonel
helicopter pilot; congregational
singing of the “Star Spangled
Banner” and “America the Beautiful;” the
Blessing of the First Responders and special
prayers for the nation. However, it was the
sermon by recently retired priest, The
Reverend Massey Gentry, that opened hearts

and touched souls.
Using a term adapted from (the late) Ayn

Rand novel, “Atlas Shrugged,” Rev. Gentry
spoke about the times in all our lives in which
Atlas shrugs... and our world view shifts radi-
cally. Things are less perfect than previously

thought. We are more vulnera-
ble than we ever thought imagi-
nable. Perhaps it is due to the
loss of a home by fire or loss of
worldly possessions by theft –
times when we appreciate
police officers, fire fighters and
emergency technicians as never
before. From there, he built his
sermon of gratitude to all First
Responders. By the conclusion
of Reverend Gentry’s powerful,
thought-provoking sermon,
tears glistened in the eyes and
voices of everyone at Trinity.

As Bob Goforth mentioned, after the serv-
ice, a meal, which was a gracious plenty, was
served in the parish hall by the adult children
of long time parishioner, Merle Matthews.
Many in our Diocese and in the Diocese of
Alabama have held Mrs. Matthews in prayer
following a devastating Rottweiler attack in
late February. It was a long spring and sum-
mer for “Merley Pearley,” as she is affection-

ately known at Trinity Atmore, but she has
made a remarkable recovery. Her family and
our congregation thank you all for keeping
Merley Pearley in your prayers and in a spe-
cial pocket of your hearts.
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Parish News
“A Splash of Spirit” hosted by St. Augustine’s, Navarre
Submitted by Sarah McCarren, Coastline Communicator
St. Augustine of Canterbury, Navarre
Photos by Libbi Crowe & Sarah McCarren

NAVARRE, FL St Augustine’s of Canterbury Episcopal Church in Navarre hosted its annual ” A
Splash of Spirit” silent auction & wine tasting event on October 3 in the parish hall. Many peo-
ple from the community came to enjoy good food, wine & fellowship. Many Navarre area busi-
nesses and individuals donated items and services. This year’s “A Splash of Spirit” was part of
the Santa Rosa County Beaches to Woodlands Tour.Thanks to all who helped make this year’s
event a success!

The Rev. Betsy Powell visits with 
Bishop Duncan’s wife, Kathy

Beautiful gifts and services were donated by many Navarre
area businesses and individuals for the silent auction. 

PENSACOLA, FL Bishop Phillip Duncan confirmed some 25 new communicants at Christ
Church on Sunday,  September 27th in Pensacola. Bishop Duncan’s sermon was most enjoy-
able and rewarding. Bishop Duncan celebrated Eucharist with all in attendance.   
Comments and photos courtesy of Dennis Majewski, Coastline Communicator, Christ Church Parish, Pensacola

A Concert of Sacred Music

Submitted by Betty Enfinger, Coastline Communicator
Holy Cross, Pensacola

PENSACOLA, FL On August 30th Holy Cross
parishioners listened to the mellifluous
sounds of sacred music performed with
handbells, strings, and piano.  Marion Bayes,
former concert pianist and longtime member
of Holy Cross, began the program with
Handel’s “Chaconne”. Next the Holy Cross
handbell choir performed several selections,
including “Simple Gifts” and “Oh Worship
the King.” Handbell choir members were
Lynn Backes, Marion Bayes, Brenda Brown,
Brian Brown, Chase Coleman, Maeanna
Naffee, and director Bill Brown. A string trio
consisting of Pensacola Symphony members
Brian Brown on viola and cellist Barbara
Gabriel, and violinist Maenna Naffee played
“Gigue”, a Movement from a Bach Suite.

Danny
Lyons,
Director of
the Pensacola
Community
Handbell
Choir, deftly
handled 37
handbells as
a solo per-
former. He
delighted the

audience with his repertoire of songs.
Especially moving were his rendition of
“Joshua”, “Ode to Joy”, and “Be Still My
Soul.”  

Mr. Lyons graciously donated his per-
formance to help raise funds for new Choir
Robes. If you haven’t seen his performance,
please visit Holy Cross on his next visit! 

Christ Church Parish, Pensacola confirms class of 25

Photo left

In attendance and stand-
ing with Bishop Duncan
are (L-R):

Dr. Crawford Cleveland,
wife Phyllis, Bishop
Duncan, Bobbie Lott,
Crawford Cleveland, Jr. 

Above: Holy Cross Handbell Choir
Below: Danny Lyons, Director, Pensacola Handbell Choir



8   THE COASTLINE    FALL 2009                 www.diocgc.org

Parish News
Trio of Dedications held at St. John the
Evangelist, Robertsdale

By Cindy McCrory, Editor
The Coastline

ROBERTSDALE, AL — On a warm night in early
September, parishioners of St. John the
Evangelist, Robertsdale, gathered outside
under the new drive-through handicap
entrance to the church for the dedication and
consecration of three spaces at the church: a
new drive-through handicap entrance, the
Gilbert Room which replaces an area which
burned five years ago, and the Rawls Choir
Area. The multiple dedications culminated
with The Holy Eucharist in the newly  reno-
vated nave.

This night had been greatly anticipated,
particularly for those who were remembering a
fire that occurred five years ago that burned a
portion of the church.  But the primary cele-
bration was the completion of a commitment
the Vestry and the people of St. John’s made
several years ago: to make the church com-
pletely accessible for those living with handi-
caps. Often there are “secret” entrances for
handicap entrances, and St. John’s had one.
But it was in the back, and was not easily
seen.  The first step towards handicap accessi-
bility, however, began in the worship space by
bringing the altar rail forward so that no one
would have to go up steps. The final result is a
wide and open altar area on the same level as
the floor of the nave, expanded with spacious
floor space for easy maneuvering.

Next was the exciting work to replace the
building that had burned. With the parish’s
work with the Family Promise program for
homeless families, the building committee
decided to incorporate showers in the rest-
rooms, which would be completely accessible.

Through a grant from Janice Roper-
Graham and her company, the showers
became a reality.

Finally, for the church to be “totally acces-
sible”, the planners felt a drive-through drive-
way with a covered drop-off area would be a
necessity for those with walkers and wheel-
chairs, as well as space for handicap parking.

St. John’s applied to the United Thank
Offering (UTO) of the Episcopal Church and
through the recommendation of our Bishop,
St. John’s received a grant for $30,600!  This
accessible area includes a corridor which goes
directly into the worship space from the
Gilbert Room, the new addition.  The corridor
leads to the choir area, as well.

Service music

Hymn in Procession: “Praise my soul the
King of heaven”
Sequence Hymn:“We all are one in mission”
Offertory: “Give thanks for life”
Music at Communion: “Bless the Lord my
Soul” (Taize’) and “Eat This Bread, Drink
This Wine”
Hymn in Procession: “Lord you give the
great commission”

St. John the Evangelist is located in
Robertsdale, Al at 22764 Highway 59 South. 

The Feast of Constance and her
Companions

It was appropriate that the dedication of the space
containing showers to be used by homeless families
and the handicap entrance, both funded greatly by
the United Thank Offering, was held on the feast
day of Constance and her Companions.  In August
1978, yellow fever invaded Memphis for a third
time. As cases multiplied, death tolls averaged 200
daily.  In this time of panic and flight, many brave
women and men, lay and cleric, remained at their
posts despite the risk. Notable among those heroes
were Constance, Superior of the work of the Sisters
of St. Mary in Memphis, and her Companions.
Helping were six of Constance’s fellow sisters, and
a group of Episcopal clerics, along with some physi-
cians, two of whom were ordained Episcopal
priests.  They became known as “The Martyrs of
Memphis.” The Cathedral, where they labored to
help the sick, was locate in the most infected area
of Memphis. Only two of the workers escaped the
fever. The martyrs are buried in Elmwood Cemetery
in Memphis and the monument marking the join
graves bears the inscription, “Greater Love Hath No
Man.”

Parishioners gather outside the new drive through for
the dedication by Bishop Duncan.

Bishop Philip Duncan at the newly 
renovated altar

Jimmy and Margaret Gilbert, members of St. John the
Evangelist since 1950 and for whom the new Gilbert Room

is named.

The Rev. Margaret Shepard stands with the acolytes before
the reading of the Gospel

After the service a reception was held in the new 
Gilbert Room.
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Parish News
English Day held at Epiphany,

Crestview

Submitted by Nancy Delierre, Coastline Communicator
Epiphany, Crestview

CRESTVIEW, FL The Church of the Epiphany
in Crestview, Fl held its annual “English”
Day on Sept.9th. “English” Day was origi-
nated several years ago when the English
ladies of the church decided to host an
authentic “Tea” on July 4th of that year. The
event was such a success it was voted to set
aside one Sunday every year (not necessarily
July 4th) for this occasion.

The 10am service followed the Anglican ver-
sion of Service. Altar workers include the
English ladies and their spouses were the
altar workers and t traditional English hymns
were sung. Afterwards a reception was held
in a red, white, and blue flag-bedecked
parish hall. After a toast was made to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, traditional
English fare was shared. English entertain-
ment was provided by our English contingent
in a rousing sing-a-long of English WW II
songs and more!

On this same Sunday exactly 70 years ago at
11 a.m. England declared war on Germany
and thus the beginning of WW II. This serv-
ice was dedicated to those who were killed in
the bombings of England and to all the
English and American men and women in
the armed forces who have given their lives
for our freedom.

St. Paul’s, Foley offering new
“Five15” Saturday service

From St. Paul’s E-Pistle
St. Paul’s, Foley

FOLEY, AL St. Paul’s in Foley is offering a
new worship service called “Five15” on
Saturday afternoon at 5:15 pm.  The service
offers worshippers a chance to experience
God’s overflowing love and share his abun-
dant gifts.  The Rev. Steve Pankey leads the
service. 

All are welcome! Gather in the Chapel to
sing songs of praise, to offer prayers, study
the scriptures, and experience God with all
five senses.  St. Paul’s is located at 506 N.
Pine Street Foley, AL 36535. (251) 943-
2173

Holy Cross ECW
Re-chartered

Submitted by Betty Enfinger, Coastline Communicator
Holy Cross, Pensacola

PENSACOLA, FL-  The Episcopal Church
Women  (ECW) of Holy Cross ECWheld its
first official meeting in July. Attendees filled
out a survey that indicated their objectives
and interest in various activities. There were
so many great ideas that it was difficult
deciding what to do first!  However, the
ECW quickly agreed on the Articles of
Organization, officers, future spirituality and
devotional items, and fund raisers for the
Parish Hall Building Fund. 

Officers are President, Toni Brewer; Vice-
President, Heather Duncan; Treasurer,
Martha Jones; Secretary, Donna Zietlow; and
Chaplain, Jan Van Winkle.

The first major event was a Fall Festival held
on September 19. Meetings throughout the
summer were primarily devoted to planning
and implementing festival events. Duties
were allocated to committee chairs as fol-
lows: Sally Roberts, Festival Lunch;
Amanda Maddox, Cook’s Corner (take home
entrees and baked goods; Toni Brewer,
Festival Craft Store; Rachel Iverson and
Tracey Hotopp, Kidz Korner (games & kid
friendly food);  Jan Van Winkle, Silent
Auction; Jo Spencer, the Treasure Chest of
gently used items; Howard Johnson, Book
Browsing; Betty Enfinger, Publicity.

Two other fundraisers are being considered, a
Silver Tea for the first Sunday of Advent and
a cookbook. ECWwill also assume the
Sunday morning coffee ministry for both
services. The September meeting attendees
also considered social and spiritual needs. As
such, the first social will be a Holy Cross
ladies’day away in November to the Murray
House and Shamrock, Rose and Thistle Tea
Room in Mobile. Chaplain Jan Van Winkle
began the ECWspiritual sessions with
“Seeking Him”, a series that utilize home
study readings and discussion questions.

Our ECWis definitely on the move and ener-
gized to accomplish great things for Holy
Cross!

“The English Ladies” 
Epiphany, Crestview

L-R: Molly Cleek, Sybil King, Leslie Hanson, Iduna
Hollis, Maureen Marcotte and Nancy Delierre (the

French Anglican). Father De Freeman is in the back.

Coastline Communicator, Bonnie
Bartel Latino, wins Military Society
Award

During the Military Writers Society of
America (MWSA) annual conference on
October 10 in Orlando, FL, Bonnie Bartel
Latino from Trinity/Atmore was announced
as the MWSAPeople’s Choice Award win-
ner. Bonnie was one of eight finalists, one of
only three women and the only finalist from
Alabama.  Due to health issues, Bonnie was
unable to attend the conference, but she
received a call Saturday night from MWSA
President Joyce Faulkner telling her that she
had won the gold medal for the Society's
2009 People's Choice Award.

The contest, which was mixed format, was
open to over 800 members of the MWSA.
Each writer was required to use one of four
patriotic photos or sketches provided by
MWSA as their inspiration. Personal essays,
flash fiction, poems and songs were accept-
ed. Entries had to be short enough to be read
aloud on Veteran's Radio Saturday morning.
Voting was conducted by casting e-mail bal-
lots or by voting online at several web sites
affiliated with MWSA.

Bonnie chose a Vietnam era "Untitled
Sketch" by MWSAartist, Bob Larkin, to tell
her mystical love story set in the Quang Tri
River Valley. Bonnie conducted extensive

Please see writer page 10
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Trinity Atmore Hosts Blessing
of the Backpacks

By Bonnie Bartel Latino, Coastline Communicator
Trinity, Atmore
Special to The Coastline

ATMORE, AL Sunday August 16 at Trinity Atmore, a
parishioner standing proxy
for her teenage grand
daughter, a local elemen-
tary student and a mas-
ter’s degree candidate
were blessed as they
embarked on a new school
year. The Reverend Dot
Douglas, visiting priest
from Mobile, AL, officiat-
ed at the brief “Blessing
of the Backpacks” held
during the 11 a.m Holy
Eucharist service.

Recipients of the
blessings were Mariah
Shontz, Parker Reynolds
and Rosalyn Forney.
Mariah’s grandmother,
Maggie Goforth of Walnut

Hill, Florida, held Mariah’s photo and school supplies
during the blessing. Mariah, who couldn’t be at Trinity
that day, is a junior at Washington High School in
Pensacola, Florida. Parker is a second grader at
Escambia Academy in Canoe, AL. An Atmore resident,
Rosalyn is working on two master’s degrees at the
University of Mobile, one in business administration
and the other in alternative teaching, K-12.

After offering individual blessings to the students,
their backpack, book bag
or photo, Reverend
Douglas concluded with a
Prayer for the Future of the
Human Race from the
Book of Common Prayer: 

O God our heavenly
Father, you have blessed
us and given us dominion
over all the earth: Increase
our reverence before the
mystery of life; and give us
new insight into your pur-
poses for the human race,
and new wisdom and
determination in making
provision for its future in
accordance with your will;
through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. 

Parish News

research for her  story. Via e-mail, she
expressed her appreciation to the Coastline
and to all the Episcopalians in the Diocese of
the Central Gulf Coast who made time to
read and who made time to read and vote for
The Rush of Butterflies.

Jerry  Yellin of Vero Beach, FL, an 85-year
old former P-51 pilot won the Silver Award.
His personal essay, "Of War and Weddings,"
was a story of redemption about his World
War II experiences.Other finalists were from
Florida, Missouri, Hawaii and Arizona. All
the entries may be read at
http://tinyurl.com/prl6go

Married to a retired Air Force colonel,
Bonnie is a former columnist for Stars and
Stripes newspaper in Europe. She is a
licensed Eucharistic Visitor and a member of
Trinity's Vestry in Atmore. 

In rear, The Rev. Dot Douglas; Standing Lto R: Maggie Goforth
(proxy for Mariah Shontz), Parker Reynolds, Rosalyn Forney.

By Bonnie Bartel Latino, Coastline Communicator
Trinity, Atmore
Special to The Coastline   

ATMORE, AL “Think globally, but act locally,” is a well-known phrase
about charitable giving. In recent months, Trinity/Atmore has done
both.  In keeping with the spirit of the Blessing of the Backpacks dur-
ing the first week of school in
Atmore, Trinity made three dona-
tions to organizations that benefit
children. Because of several gen-
erous donations last Christmas
and through fundraisers specifi-
cally for “Charitable Outreach,”
Trinity recently gave Rachel
Patterson Elementary (K-2) and
A. C. Moore Elementary (grades
3-4) $100 each to be used for uni-
forms and shoes for needy stu-
dents. A teacher had recently told
a member of Trinity’s vestry that
there are students who come to
school in the same clothes they
slept in the night before. The
clothes are often dirty and urine
stained. It is hoped these dona-
tions will help provide uniforms
so that needy students will blend
in with the school population
without embarrassment.

Trinity also donated $200 to Atmore’s YMCA, which is losing
income from The Neal Trust, which has been generous to the “Y” in
past years. Trinity’s donation was ear-marked for needy students for
after school programs, such as providing soccer scholarships for the
underprivileged.

Earlier this year, Trinity donated
two gifts of $250 each to help two
Escambia County High alumni asso-
ciations, which have close Trinity
ties, to provide funds to purchase
two “Cows for Kenya/Cows for
Christ” through Brackenhurst
Ministries in Peachtree City,
Georgia. This program came to
Trinity’s attention through the
efforts of New York Times best sell-
ing Alabama author, Andy Andrews.
Due to his writing about the need
for cows in a part of Kenya where
Heifer International does not oper-
ate, numerous cows have been pur-
chased. 

Children starve to death every
day in Africa. Learn about this
worthwhile project at Andy
Andrews’original blog post on the
topic http://tinyurl.com/na4m6a.

The American woman (center) is 30-year old missionary and Georgian Kim Pace 
who is based in Kenya.  On the left is Jane, the Kenyan woman 

whose tragic life story started the Cows for Kenya/Cows for Christ 

Trinity, Atmore donates locally and globally

Writer

Continued from page 9
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The Jonathan Myrick Daniels Pilgrimage
Mending relationships, mending ourselves         

By Gary Moore, St. James, Fairhope
Standing Committee Member

Several members from the Diocese of the Central Gulf
Coast attend the Jonathan Myrick Daniels Pilgrimage
in Hayneville, August 8, 2009

PHOTOS COURTESYOF GARY MOORE

HAYNEVILLE, AL — Ruby Sales was only sixteen when
the young Episcopal seminary student quickly but inten-
tionally placed himself between her
and the murderous shotgun wielded
by the angry, unemployed highway
worker who had just been “depu-
tized”.  Jonathan Myrick Daniels did
not see his 27th birthday before first
being held by Jesus.

The 10th solemn observance of
the event of 44 years ago was held
to honor this sacrificed life of the
Episcopal seminary student in
Hayneville (Lowndes County), Alabama amongst a
crowd of well over 100 people from around the country.

From the gathering in the town square where folks
gathered to remember that hot day in August 1965, we
began with the Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of
Alabama, The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan presiding and
The Rev. Canon T. Mark Dunnam from the Diocese of
the Central Gulf Coast assisting.  In prayer, Bishop
Sloan invoked the Holy Spirit to come be with us
as we commemorate such an event as one laying
down his life for another.

Marching down closed streets in this sleepy
town, banners held high, iconographs of other mar-
tyred people also held forth, we made our way to
the old jail into which Jonathan and others had
been thrown without specific charges during times
of civil unrest during desegregation and the
enforcement of the Voting Rights Act.  Cramped
spaces, clogged toilet in-cell, and when  these peo-
ple were fed, they were provided tainted foods.
The superintendent of schools for this county
offered the compelling reading for this station.

From there we marched and sang until we reached
the front steps and door of the former, small Cash’s gen-
eral store.  At what became a hallowed place, scores of
us knelt to pray.  A guest soloist’s song evoked a slow,
mournful feeling which crept into the fractures of each
heart present.

Clearly subdued, the crowd moved back toward the
town center under hot skies and above hot pavement.

Here, we stopped at the monument placed by alumni
from VMI, from which Jonathan had graduated before
entering seminary.  From there, we entered the same, yet
aging courthouse from which the gun man had been
acquitted 40 years ago.  But, time, it was different.  The
courthouse transformed into a place of worship as the
usual judge’s “bench” was easily altered with fair linens
and other liturgical appointments.  A choir from

Birmingham was singing an upbeat, jubilant version of
the requiem mass.  An all Black choir standing and
singing in the same jury box from which an all white
panel pronounced their innocent verdict for the shooter:
what a study in contrasts.

The homily was given by Constance and Dain Perry
of the Diocese of Massachusetts.  He, a descedant of the

family known as the largest slave trading group in the
country; and she, a descendant of slaves. The message
offered was that of “forgiveness”.  Prior to this event,
this couple had been traveling the country conducting
135 screenings of “Traces of the Trade”, a movie about
the slave trade in our country in the not-too-distant past.
The white husband and black wife spoke of  Jesus’com-
mandment to forgive. 

Although counter-intuitive and even counter-cultural
in our often snarling commentary culture today, forgive-
ness offers release and relief to the one forgiving and
delivers him or her from the burden of loss.  

“When we mend relationships, we mend ourselves”
said Constance. “Our instructions from our Savior are
clearly stated, yet not so easily followed at times, espe-
cially in a society that says for every harsh event, we

repay two-fold with harsh
response,  ”she allowed.

“Pray for those who hurt you”,
offered Dain.  “Perhaps the first
prayer will be the most difficult,
but see what happens as you con-
tinue to pray for those who hurt
you.”

Would Jonathan Myrick
Daniels forgive his assailant?  I
think he did before his blood dried

on the steps of Cash’s store.  May we forgive those who
sting us with something as simple a single spoken barb?
Jesus says we must.  The single barb, the betrayal of
trust, the pain, the injury and yes, even death: We must
forgive.

Joining regular attendees Gary and Kathy Moore
from St. James Fairhope were members of the St James

Chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Chris
Baugh and banner bearer Paul Banko.  From other
parishes around the Diocese of the Central Gulf
Coast were seen (and we may have missed some)
Canon Mark and Dottie Dunnam, Lavan Martin
from St. Anna’s (Poarch) Atmore, AL, Fr. Norman
Bray and others from St. Luke’s Marianna, FL, Fr.
John Hicks and others from St. Andrew’s Mobile,
AL, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapter of
Christ Church Pensacola, FL, folks from St.
Peter’s Jackson, AL, folks from St. Andrew’s
Destin, FL, and folks from St. Michael’s Ozark,
AL.

“O God of justice and compassion, who put down
the proud and the Mighty from their place, and lift up
the poor and afflicted:  We give you thanks for your
faithful witness Jonathan Myrick Daniels, who, in the
midst of injustice and violence, risked and gave his life
for another; and we pray that we, following his exam-
ple, may make no peace with oppression; through Jesus
Christ the just one:  who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.”
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By Cindy McCrory, Editor
The Coastline             Photos by Cindy McCrory and Mike Turnipseed

MOBILE, AL — Students and teachers at St. Luke’s new middle and
supper school welcomed Bishop Philip Duncan on August 24, 2009
when he joined The Rev. Ken Cumbie and Headmaster Palmer
Kennedy for a Convocation in the newly renovated Performing Arts
Center followed by a short blessing outside. The convocation mir-
rored an Episcopal church worship service beginning with students
acolytes processing down the theatre’s aisle to the stage carrying the
school banner and the Episcopal flag and continuing with scripture
readings,  the singing of hymns and prayer. Father Cumbie welcomed
everyone and Bishop Duncan gave the homily.

The group then processed outside to the main quad of the campus
where a beautiful gazebo is centered.  The weather was unusually
cool and breezy for a day in August and enhanced the perfect setting
as Bishop Duncan turned to each corner of the campus and blessed
the school.  The students celebrated and cheered and Headmaster
Palmer Kennedy and Chairman of the Board, Allen Chapman,
thanked everyone for attending.

“From the beginning this project has been a faith endeavor.  Our
prayers for guidance and success continue to be answered in numer-
ous ways,” said Allen Chapman, Chairman of St. Luke’s Episcopal
School Board of Trustees.

Headmaster Palmer Kennedy remarked, “One of the most important
decisions a parent will make is what school community will serve
their family, and Mobile is fortunate to have a number of quality edu-
cational choices.  The development of this beautiful, centrally locat-
ed, 32-acre campus makes it possible for St. Luke’s to grow with
Mobile by expanding its offerings through an Upper School.  This
new facility, addition to the elementary campus on Japonica Lane,
positions St. Luke’s to build upon its tradition of college preparatory
excellence.”

History and Mission

Founded as a mission of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 1961, St.
Luke’s Episcopal School is a college preparatory co-educational
school committed to academic excellence. The first year the school
opened its doors with two kindergarten classes, one first grade class
and only size employees.  Parents and volunteers were called upon to
do many things, including the cleaning of classrooms and restrooms!
Nearly fifty years later, the school remains true to its founding pre-
cepts:  excellence in education in a Christian environment, excellence
in faculty qualification, and excellence in curriculum.

Through the years, grade levels were added to meet the growing
needs of the Mobile community.  The school’s first 8th grade class
graduated in 1974.  In March of 2008, St. Luke’s, with overwhelming
support from the Mobile community, announced plans to purchase
the former Julius T. Wright School for Girls. The purchase and reno-
vation the 32 acre campus allows for the addition of an Upper School
as well as the expansion of the Early Childhood, Lower School and
Middle School grade levels. The Early Childhood and Lower School
programs will continue to be located on the original school campus at
3975 Japonica Lane in Mobile.  The Middle and Upper Schools will
be located on the new campus at 1400 University Boulevard South.
The close proximity of the campuses provides all students an oppor-
tunity to benefit from facilities at either location.

Board Chairman Allen Chapman (on left) joins Bishop Duncan and
Headmaster Palmer Kennedy (far right) for the blessing and celebration. 

Photo courtesy of Mike Turnipseed, Coastline Communicator/Photographer
and St. Luke's Parishioner

Father Ken Cumbie welcomes students and guests while 
Bishop Duncan prepares to give the homily.  Photo courtesy of Mike Turnipseed

Bishop Philip Duncan blesses             S
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Student Life

Students at St. Luke’s have the opportunity to be involved in enrich-
ment activities such as Student Council, clubs, organizations and ath-
letics.  During the Middle and Upper School years, St. Luke’s empha-
sizes the value of service to others and are encouraged to “give back”
to the community and must obtain a pre-specified number of commu-
nity service hours each year.  Middle and Upper School students also
attend weekly chapel services.

Cutting edge classrooms and labs

The new upper and middle school building facilities are extraordinary.
Students have the benefit of two Mac labs featuring large flat screen
monitors and spacious desks.  In addition, state-of-the-art inquiry-
driven physics, chemistry and biology labs have been equipped for
cutting edge education.  There are choral and music practice rooms, a
music/orchestra/strings room, art rooms, a frame shop, a ceramic pot-
tery room with a kiln, an executive board style journalism room, a
commercial kitchen and approximately 11,000 square foot

Library/Media Center with individual study rooms, conference rooms,
and refreshment area.  Also available are the Global Studies Center
and Student Resource Center.

The athletic department at St. Luke’s offers a large weight training
room surrounded by offices for each coach.  The “Wildcats” are a new
member of the Alabama High School Athletic Association and the
program will field teams in football, basketball, baseball, soccer, soft-
ball, volleyball, swimming, golf, tennis, track and field, and cross
country.

The school’s first varsity teams are anticipated to begin in the fall of
2010.  Grades two through six currently participate in CYO (Catholic
Youth Organization) fielding teams in football, basketball, volleyball,
fall and spring soccer, cheerleading, and golf. The school also has an

archery team.

The old Wright school left a strong footprint behind the new gym for
the future of St. Luke’s athletics.   Plans are already underway for an
additional improvement phase for the soccer field, football field and

L-R  Bishop Duncan, Board Chairman Alan Chapman, Headmaster Palmer
Kennedy, Fr. Ken Cumbie, and Anne Carson, Founding Registrar of St.
Luke’s Episcopal School, 1961. 

The “Wildcats” new weight room

Bishop Philip Duncan blesses             St. Luke’s new upper school
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8th Annual “BBQ & BLUES” 
October 17, 2009

Church of the Advent, Lillian

Submitted by The Rev. Martha Kreamer, Vicar
Church of the Advent, Lillian

THIS JUSTIN! Alabama/Auburn tickets plus one night
at the Drury Inn has been added to the silent auction!

LILLIAN, AL — The 8th annual BBQ ‘n’Blues will be
held once again on the 3rd Saturday in October, Oct.
17th, at the Episcopal Church of the Advent, 12099 Co
Rd 99, Lillian, AL, with MORE prizes, MORE enter-
tainment, MORE vendors, and MORE great music than
ever!  [Not to mention great BBQ, giant brownies, and a
delightfully relaxing day.] We have been blessed in the
past by absolutely delicious weather, but, just in case,
we have a rain date scheduled for the following
Saturday ( Oct. 24th.)

Need a vacation?  October 17, 2009 may be your
chance to score a great one for this fall or next year, and
provide for charity at the same time!  Something for
everyone will be offered at auction:  A quail hunt for 3
from Swift Supply; a golfing vacation (3 day weekend
@ Perdido Key condo + 4 greens fees and cart at Lost
Key Golf Club); Perdido Bay cottage, with bunk room,
dock, screen porch, complete with welcome dinner and
breakfast casserole; golf packages at Timber Creek,
Soldier Creek, or Marcus Point, as well as the Par 3
course in Orange Beach; Gulf Shores Gulf-front luxury
home for 1 week in summer  (perfect for a family or
class reunion: 5 BR, 5 ½ baths, sleeps 12, granite
kitchen, elevator, covered parking, porch, boardwalk,
decks & more! Gated West Beach community has
swimming pool, tennis court, and is a short walk from
natural seashore preserve); Perdido Bay cottage on Red
Bluff, complete with breakfast casserole!  Add a guided
half-day inshore fishing trip, and you’re all set for a
great time! Last but not least, kayak Soldier Creek &
Palmetto Creek from this historic cottage in Perdido
Beach that has been completely restored.  It sleeps 8-11,
with 4 BR, wrap-around screen porch, swings, and a
constant breeze off the bay: for more information on
this home, see http://www.vrbo.com/168787.

Need a gift for someone?  Or a lift for yourself?
Christmas is coming up soon, and we will have wonder-
ful crafts again this year.  Lush hanging baskets, wood,
clay, jewelry, textiles, and homemade foods will whet
your appetite.

Advent members will offer a variety of their person-
al work and talent for auction, including a wine-tasting
for 8; ½ day Cleaning Service; hand made afghan; a
hand-crafted Cedar chair, knitted shawls, two wooden
bluebird houses, jams, jellies, and a simple will.  A
CRNPnutritionist, in conjunction with an LCSW, will
offer a series of 4 professional wellness classes person-
alized for up to 5 people. The Vicar and her husband
will again offer to cater food for a cocktail buffet party
for 20 in your home (or one of the houses offered
above.)

Other auction items include large and small Flat
panel TVs, Blu-Ray DVD player, Microwave oven,
pasta maker, a Duncan Phyffe style convertible card
table; fern stands; collectable china & glass; Tom &
Jerry punch bowl & cups, Picnic basket with wine,

Basket of home-canned vegetables and homemade
pasta, Big Green Egg; Adirondack Chairs, 18 karat gold
& diamond ring and 14k anklet, Regions Bank Bicycle
with helmet; therapeutic massages.

Last but not least, we are grateful for the support of
the following businesses, who have donated gift certifi-
cates or items for auction. From Alabama: Lillian
Veterinary, The Gift Horse, Shear Classique, Lillian
Pharmacy; Natural Health Center massages; Tambo’s;
The Lillian Café; Rick Lowe, CPA; Sweet Home Farms;
Elberta Co-Op; BJ Farms; Nolan’s and Sea and Shore in
Gulf Shores; Swift Supply; Path to Wellness; Elberta
Animal Hospital.   Pensacola businesses who have sup-
ported us include: O’Brien’s restaurant; Joe Patti’s;
Shoreline Foods; Winn Dixie; The Tuscan Oven; Hip
Pocket Deli; Blue Angel Tire and Auto; Hi Tech Car
Wash; Jeweler’s Trade Shop; Cactus Café.

Children’s activities include a free bubble jump,
relay races, games, and pony rides! Free chair massages
will be offered by Natural Health Center. Come on out
and spend the day under the trees, enjoying the Big
Band sound of Don Lewis and Friends. Bring your lawn
chairs or purchase a reserved table under the tent for
$100 (includes 6 BBQ tickets.) Purchase advance tickets
to be eligible for door prizes, but tickets will also be
sold at the door. Call Charline Ruttan or Jean Ray or the
church office, 251-961-2505.

Schedule:
9 am Craft Vendors open
10 am Silent Auction begins
11 am Band begins First  Set, begin serving BBQ plates
12: 15 Live Auction
1:30 Band’s Second set
1:45 Silent Auction ends
2:00 food service ends
2:30 Pick up & pay for Auction items
3:00 Vendors Close, Music ends, until next year!

Bid sheets are available for those who cannot attend
or stay for the finish. Download a bidsheet from the
diocesan website:
http://www.diocgc.org/forms/AbsentBiddersSheet-
%20Advent.doc

Trunk Sale
St. Peter’s, Bon Secour

October 17, 2009

St. Peter’s Trunk Sale takes place Saturday, October
17, 2009.  The entire sale will take place in St. Peter’s
parking lot. Vendors pay $10 and tables are available for
rent at $5 per table. Bring your overflow or other items
for sale. The public is invited to come, browse, pur-
chase, and visit. For more information, please call
Sandra at (251) 949-5312.

Dog Show!
St. John’s, Wewahitchka

October 17, 2009

Submitted by Joan Townsend, Coastline Communicator
St. John’s, Wewahitchka

St. John’s Church and St. John’s Village will have a dog
show and pooch parade on Saturday, Oct. 17, on their
beautiful grounds, Hwy. 71, just north of Wewahitchka.

Starting at 9:30 am there will be demonstrations by
apprehension, drug, search and rescue dogs.  Captain
Greg Cole and Max, his cadaver dog, with the Gulf
County Sheriff’s office, and recently back from Iraq,
where they helped our service men, will do a recovery
demonstration.

The judging for Best in Show, Best Costume, and
Cutest Ugly Dog will be only some of the categories.
Registration, which is $4.00 per dog will begin at 9:00.
This is going to be so much fun for all the family.
There is no admission fee but a suggested donation will
go to The St. Joseph Bay Humane Society.  Just bring a
lawn chair and spend the morning watching some tal-
ented and adorable dogs.  Don’t make us beg!!!

Healing Mission
St. Andrew’s, Panama City

October 17, 2009 

Submitted by K. Linne’Morgan, Program Director
St. Andrew’s, Panama City, FL

The Order of St. Luke the Physician will hold a
“Healing Mission” on Saturday, October 17th, 2009,  at
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Panama City, Florida.
Prayer ministers will offer intercessory and healing
prayer during two sessions in the day: 1:30 – 3:30 pm
and 7 – 8:30 pm. Nursery will be provided. 

For more information please contact: 
email4standrews@knology.net. 

Or visit the parish website:
www.standrewsbythebay.org.

Choral Evensong
St. John’s, Mobile
October 18, 2009

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 1707 Government St.
in Mobile, offers a Choral Evensong service every third
Sunday of the month, September through May at 5 pm.

Remaining dates for 2009:
October 18th

November 15th
December 20th

Choral Evensong
St. Luke’s, Marianna

October 18, 2009

Submitted by Deborah Bauer

St. Luke’s, Marianna will celebrate St. Luke’s Day
with a choral evensong at 5 pm on Sunday, October
18th.  All are invited.

Rector of St. Luke’s is The Rev. Norman Bray;
Deborah K. Bauer is organist and choirmaster. 

Continued next page
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Home Remedies & Homeopathic 
Pet Care Seminar
Redeemer, Mobile
October 19, 2009

Submitted by Nancy Buchanan, Coastline Communicator
Church of the Redeemer, Mobile

Learn how reflexology, acupressure and home reme-
dies can help alleviate common pet ailments. In addi-
tion, we’ll discuss which over-the-counter medications
are safe for your pet to take and how various cleaning
products might affect our furry companions.

The seminar will be taught by Muriel Donald,
Professional Dog Trainer, Pet  Care Instructor and
founder of Wholly Paws Pet Care & Training Support
Group.

When: Monday, October 19  6 - 7 pm
Where: Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Mobile
(Corner of Cody Rd. and Hitt Rd.) 251-639-1948
Cost:  $5  (Benefits the St. Francis Guild - Redeeer’s
Animal Ministry)
To register, call Muriel Donald at 251-865-0349

“Trash N Treasure” Rummage Sale
St. John’s, Mobile

October 23-24, 2009

Submitted by Janet Buckley, St. John’s, Mobile

St. John’s ECWwill sponsor its annual “Trash N
Treasure” Rummage Sale on Friday and Saturday,
October 24-25 from 7am – 1pm each day.  All are 
welcome! 

Blood Drive
Holy Cross, Pensacola 

October 25, 2009

Submitted by the Holy Cross Episcopal Church
Blood Drive Committee 

PENSACOLA, FL As Christians we offer tithes in
different ways, money, time, effort, and as a general rule
we can see the benefit and result of our giving. When
we donate blood however it benefits many individuals,
quite often saving lives, and we never know who those
individuals are. The cost of a donation is a short bit of
discomfort, the initial stick, but the reward of knowing
that you have given to another person’s clinical well
being is well worth the effort. Those of you who may
have thought about being a blood donor please take the
first step.

The Blood Mobile will be at Holy Cross Episcopal
Church  located at 7979 N. 9th Ave. on Sunday, June
7th  from 9AM until 1PM. Our service times are
8:00am and 10:00am. 16 and 17 year olds may donate
with parents consent. You must weigh at least 110 lbs.
and be in reasonable good health. A picture ID is
required. If you have any questions or need transporta-
tion please call Mike Scordato at 968-9906.

One more blood drive will be held on Sunday,

December 27th, 2009.   

Lakeside Concert Series returns to 
St. Agatha’s

October 25, 2009

An invitation from The Rev. John C. Scott, Vicar
St. Agatha’s Episcopal Church

Dear Friends of the Lakeside Concert Series:

Fall is a glorious season in DeFuniak Springs. It is brisk
and colorful, and if you listen closely there is music in
the air. The next Lakeside Concert is scheduled for
Sunday, October 25, 2009 at 3:00 pm at St. Agatha’s
Episcopal Church. Immerse yourself in the refreshing
sounds of classic vocals of the NWFSC Madrigal
Singers and Belle Voci. The Madrigal Singers, under the
direction of Allison Everitt, present a capella concerts
for the college and community with repertoire ranging
from the Renaissance to the contemporary gospel spiri-
tual and vocal jazz.

Belle Voci is a women’s ensemble made up of a 12-15
select female voices from Northwest Florida State
College. The group performs a wide variety of music,
including classical music from early music to the twen-
ty-first century and American music including spiritual
and jazz. The ensemble specializes in a capella selec-
tions and is under the direction of Northwest Florida
music professor, Lois Van Dam.

Admission to the concert is free, though a collection is
taken which is used to support the series. A reception
will be held immediately following the concert to pro-
vide concert goers an opportunity to meet the artists.

Very truly yours,

The Rev. John C. Scott, Vicar 
St. Agatha’s Episcopal Church

Fine Arts Concert Series
St. Luke’s, Marianna

October 25, 2009

Submitted by Lois Jones, Coastline Communicator 
St. Luke’s, Marianna

St. Luke’s, Marianna, kicks off its Fine Arts Concert
Series with the theme “Bach to Rock” on Sunday,
October 25th at 4 pm.  Classical pianist, James
Matthews, will be featured. A “Meet the Artist” recep-
tion will follow the concert.  Check out James
Matthews’myspace page: 
http://www.myspace.com/pianomanjamesmatthews

Destin Holiday Floral Showcase
St. Andrews-By-the-Sea, Destin

October 27, 2009

Submitted by Kate Driggers, Coastline Communicator 
St. Andrews By-the-Sea, Destin

The Destin Holiday Floral Showcase will be hosted
by St. Andrews-By-the-Sea in Destin. Renowned floral
designer, Kirby Holt, will demonstrate how to make

outstanding holiday arrangements for your home.  Two
shows are planned on Tuesday, October 27, 2009.  The
first is from 10 – Noon; the second is 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Tickets are $10.  Come early to browse his ornaments
and arrangements that will be for sale.   Call the church
office to reserve your place: 850-650-2737.

For biographical information and professional back-
ground on Kirby Holt, the featured designer, please
Download the brochure from the diocesan website:
http://www.diocgc.org/forms/KirbyHolt-brochure.pdf

6th Annual “Market Days” 
St. Paul’s Chapel, Magnolia Springs

November 6-7, 2009

Submitted by Donna Eslinger, Coastline Communicator
St. Paul’s, Magnolia Springs 

November 6 and 7, 2009, are the dates for the Sixth
Annual Market Days at St. Paul’s in Magnolia Springs,
an historic riverside community in Baldwin County.
From 8am to 4pm on Friday and Saturday, the St. Paul’s
Market will include the delectable delights of St. Paul’s
All Day Bake Sale and Bakery, Luncheons at the Food
Court, timesaving delicious frozen homemade
casseroles, the fantastic Church Pantry (with canned
goods, Christmas cards and more), dozens of vendors
offering everything from fine art to Shabby Chic to cus-
tom pottery to hand painted furniture!  And, for part of
each day, you can enjoy live music as you stroll the
tree-shaded grounds of St. Paul’s.  On Saturday, Jesse’s
Restaurant will open a Beer and Wine Tent across the
street during the luncheon hours.  All funds raised by St.
Paul’s during Market Days benefit the preservation of
the historic chapel and the church’s programs.  For
more information, call Adelynn Boudin 251-610-8510
or 251-928-9584.  Check our website for beautiful pho-
tos of our historic chapel (www.stpaulsms.org).  Mark
your calendars!

A Cajun Pirogue (boat) is being raffled — tickets are
available now from Adelynn Boudin or Donna Esslinger
at St. Paul’s, Magnolia Springs (call 928-9584 or 923-
6220).  Tickets cost 6 for $5 or $l/each.  The interior of
the pirogue was handpainted by Stephanie Spradling
who is the artist for the 2009 Shrimp Festival in Gulf
Shores (her parents, Bill and Betsy Spradling are mem-
bers of St. Paul’s in Magnolia Springs).  All proceeds
will benefit St. Paul’s and its programs.  The winning
ticket will be drawn on November 7 during St. Paul’s
Sixth Annual Market Days. You need not be present to
win.  See photo and download the flyer here:
http://www.diocgc.org/6th-annual-market-days-at-st-
pauls-magnolia-springs/

35th Anniversary
St. Simon’s Arts & Crafts Fair

November 6-7, 2009

Submitted by Ginny Mitchell, St. Simon’s

St. Simon’s will hold its largest annual Arts and
Crafts Fair on November 6th-7th marking the fair’s 35th
Anniversary.  The two day event will be held Friday,

Parish Announcements
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Nov.  6th (9:00 – 5:00) and Saturday, Nov. 7th (9:00 –
3:00) at the church, 28 Miracle Strip Pky. in Fort
Walton Beach.  This will be our largest fair to date, with
over 100 venders participating – many of whom are
juried artists.  Their offering will cover a wide spectrum
of beautiful creations of art, pottery, candles, clothing,
jewelry and seasonal decorations – plus much more.  In
addition, the St. Simon’s  BAKE SHOPwill be brim-
ming with homemade breads, cakes, pies, candies,
cookies, desserts, jellies, pickles, preserves, etc.

The FAIR-KITCHEN CAFÉ offers the perfect rest-
ing place to enjoy delicious food prepared by the
Women of the Church.  There will be a brief noontime
prayer service in the Chapel both days. A place will be
provided where packages may be left while you shop.

All proceeds  are used for local community outreach
projects.

For more information, you may call: Barbara
Bethea, @314-9673; Monica Reed, @243-0474; or the
church office,@244-8621.

Fall Bazaar
St. Mary’s, Milton

November 6-7, 2009

Submitted by Susan Beasley
St. Mary’s, Milton

St. Mary’s, Milton, will hold its Fall Bazaar
November 6 & 7 from 7am - 2pm each day.  The two
day event will feature a rummage sale, St. Mary’s ever-
popular Homemade james, jellies and preserves, as well
as baked goods and crafts.  Hamburger and hot dog
lunches will also be available. Come  spend the day in
historic Downtown Milton and make the Bazaar your
first stop!  St. Mary’s is located at 6849 Oak St., Milton,

FL 32570.  Contact (850)623-2905. 

Stepfest!
Church of the Good Shepherd

November 7, 2009

Submitted by Robbie Runderson, Jr., Coastline Communicator
Church of the Good Shepherd

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd pres-
ents “Stepfest - A Celebration of  Step” as its Fall
Festival 2009. Come have some ribs, fish, gumbo, hot
dogs, polish sausage, pies, cakes and drinks! Also avail-
able will be children’s games, horseback rides, and
more.

In addition to its own “Good Shepherd Steppers”,
other step teams scheduled to perform throughout the
day are: Alpha Elite, Friendship Baptist Praise Team,
Imperial Knights Service Club, and Mobile Kappa
League.

When: Saturday, November 7, 2009
Time: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Step Performance from 11am – 4pm
Where: 605 Donald Street

Download the flyer: 
http://www.diocgc.org/forms/Stepfest.pdf

For more information
www.freewebs.com/churchofgoodshepherd
(251) 452-9596

“Sale Around the Circle”
St. Agatha’s, DeFuniak Springs

November 7, 2009

Submitted by Mendy Henderson, 
Coastline Communicator
St. Agatha’s, DeFuniak Springs

Join St. Agatha’s for a “Sale Around the Circle” in
DeFuniak Springs on November 7, 2009.  From 8-2 you
can shop for antiques, crafts, flea market and yard sale
items around Circle Drive to benefit St. Agatha’s
Historic Preservation Fund.  Box lunches and tours of
the historic church with organ and piano demonstrations
are also scheduled.             (more next column)

Vendors are needed at 10 feet of space for $10.  Call
850-892-5610 or 850-830-7663 for information or ven-
dor space.  Also featured in town that day are the
“Peddler’s Alley” sale and the antique car show by
“The Chautauqua Cruisers.”  Come spend the day with
us!

Ultreya! 
St. Peter’s, Bon Secour

November 7, 2009

Sing and celebrate! St. Peters Bon Secour will host an
Ultreya to welcome new Cursillistas from Cursillo 140
at 6pm Saturday, November 7, 2009 at the St. Peters
Parish Hall in Bon Secour.  Bring a dish for the potluck
supper and come prepared to sing and celebrate! 

For more information contact Clair Niebuhr at 
claireniebuhr@gulftel.com.

St. James Concert Series 2009
St. James, Fairhope

Friday,  November 13, 2009

Submitted by Merrilee Kaufman
St. James, Fairhope

The St. James Concert Series returns featuring Helen
Van Abemma Rodgers, Organist, on Friday, November
13, 2009, at 7:30 pm. Helen is the Director of Music
Ministries at St. James, a position held since 1992. She
coordinated both pipe organ installations. The 1896, 14
rank Hook & Hastings chapel organ, and the 1968, 63
rank Schlicker, Heissler organ from a church in Lincoln,
Nebraska.  Highlights of her career have been to play
organs in England, Scotland, France, East Germany and
Spain, as well as conducting the St. James Choir as they
toured in Italy summer of 2005.  Please join us!

5th Annual Bayou Bash
All Saints, Mobile

November 14th

Submitted by Diana Nichols,  Publicity Chair
Bayou Bash

All Saints Episcopal Church, Mobile, will host the
5th Annual Bayou Bash fundraiser on Saturday,
November 14th from 6 – 10 pm.  Guests can enjoy
seafood, beer and wine as well as live music by Roman
Street. Tickets are $25 and will be available for pur-
chase beginning Oct. 9 by calling the church office.
Tickets may also be purchased at the door.

Proceeds from the event directly benefit All Saints’
outreach including IHN Family Promise, All Saints
Refugee Families Fund, McKemie Place, 15 Place,
L‘Arche and Alabama Arise.

All Saints is located at 151 South Ann Street in
Mobile’s Garden District.  The Rev. Jim Flowers is rec-
tor and The Rev. Mary Robert is Associate Rector.
Clark Kelly is Bayou Bash Chair.
Download the poster
For more information, call 438-2492 or visit 
www.allsaintsmobile.org

Prayer of Spirit and Body Retreat”
Beckwith Camp & Conference Center

November 20-22, 2009

A “Prayer of Spirit and Body Retreat” will be held at
Camp Beckwith on November 20-22 and will be facili-
tated by Jan and Marshall Craver.  This retreat is an
introduction to yoga and other forms of body prayer as
Christian spiritual practice.  No prior experience with
yoga is necessary.  Jan Craver is a registered nurse, a
member of Yoga Alliance and certified in Krypalu yoga
the 200 hour level.  The Rev. Marshall Craver is
Associate Rector of St. Paul’s, Mobile, and a graduate
of Shalem Institute’s Certificate Program for leading
meditation groups and retreats.  Jan and Marshall have
led numerous retreats on praying with the body in the
Dioceses of Alabama, Florida, Central Gulf Coast and
Kanuga, North Carolina.  Brochures with registration
forms are available at Beckwith, local parishes and the
Diocesan office. The forms will also be available in the
downloadable forms section of the diocesan website
soon.  Space is very limited so register early!

Holiday Shoppe
St. Paul’s, Daphne 
November 21-22 
(Gala on Nov. 20)

Submitted by Kathy Mallory, St. Paul’s, Daphne

It’s Holiday Shoppe time once again!  This year’s
dates are November 20th, 21st, and 22nd.  On Friday,
November 20th  from 6:00 to 8:00pm, we will be offer-
ing a very exciting preview “Gala” evening to begin our
annual two-day shopping event.  The Gala will take
place in our beautiful new Life Center building at St.
Paul’s, Daphne.  Tickets are $10.00 each and go on sale
Sunday, October 4th in the courtyard after church serv-

Continued next page
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ices or you may contact Kathy Mallory at 625-1833 or
St. Paul’s Thrift Shop, 626-6102 for information on
how to purchase tickets.  Gala ticket price includes light
hors d’oeuvres, two beverages, complimentary glass
and the opportunity to shop first!  Don’t miss the
Religious Items, Ladies Spa, Men’s Den, Collectibles,
Art Gallery, Seaside, Children’s Boutique, No Place
Like Home, Linens Galore, Baubles & Beads, and
many more surprises.  There are a limited number of
tickets available, so buy early!

The cooking ministry will also offer their famous
pecan pies and other yummy items for sale.
Remember, it’s the weekend before
Thanksgiving…great time to purchase your
Thanksgiving desserts and goodies!

The Holiday Shoppe will also be open on Saturday,
November 21st  from 9:00am to 3:00pm and Sunday,
November 22nd from 9:00am to 1:00pm.

See you at the Holiday Shoppe!

Christmas Bazaar
St. John’s, Robertsdale

December 5, 2009

Submitted by Martha Anderson
St. John’s, Robertsdale

St. John’s in Robertsdale will hold a Christmas
Bazaar on Saturday, December 5th, 2009. Baked and
canned goods along with arts and crafts will be for sale
for your Christmas shopping needs.  For more informa-
tion please call Martha Anderson at 251-962-3276.

“Come and Behold Him” 
Nativity Open House

St. Paul’s, Daphne
December 12-13

(Preview Gala - Friday, December 11)

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Daphne, AL will host
“Come and Behold Him”, a Nativity Open House on
Saturday, December 12th from 10 am until 4 pm and
Sunday, December 13th from noon until 4 pm in the
parish’s new Life Center.

The Nativity Committee is soliciting nativity scenes
for display only (not for sale).  Unique, special  créches
of all shapes and sizes are welcome.  The committee’s
goal is 100 nativity scense to be on display. All church-
es in the Diocese are cordially invited to participate.
Registration forms will be mailed soon and will also be
available on this website.

On December 12th and 13th, these créches will be
elegantly displayed for your enjoyment.  A raffle for a
few prized nativity scenes will be held in addition to a
“Gift Market” with handcrafted Nativity wreaths, jewel-
ry and more! A nursery will be provided for children 4
and under.  Nativity crafts will be available for children
ages 5 to 9 for a nominal fee.  Tours of the Life Center
will also be given.

Tickets are available for the Preview Gala on Friday,
December 11th from 6:30 pm until 8:30 pm at a cost of
$25 per person.  Food, drink and entertainment will be
provided during the Gala.  

Please make checks payable to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Daphne
Mail to:
Jim Gordon
P.O. Box 538
Fairhope, AL 36533

For more information on registration and Gala tickets
please contact:
Suzette Burkhardt (251) 689-6811 or by email:
maileastshore@gmail.com

A Madrigal Christmas Feast
Church of the Redeemer, Mobile

December 19, 2009

Hear ye, hear ye!

Ye Olde Madrigal Christmas Feast, a Boar’s Head
Festival, will take place on Saturday, December 19th.
We will have players and musicians, including Mithril,
from all over the area helping us with our celebration.
We will offer a five-course dinner and mummeries,
music, and amazing feats to be performed throughout
the evening.

Lady Gail Gano and troupe will be sharing their love of
dance. A premier group of traveling players, fresh from
performances in the big cities, will perform a traditional
Boar’s Head theatre production.  Choirmaster Sir David
Ayers will lead his journeymen and apprentices (and,
quite probably, the entire Hall) in song.  Exotic dancers
from the Far East will perform!  Throughout all of this
the minstrels known in the modern world as the profes-
sional recording artists Mithril will work their musical
magic.  The evening promises to be a truly wonderful
night of artistic enjoyment.

Tickets will go on sale  October 15th, and are $50 per
person if purchased before November 20th, and $55 per
person thereafter. Quantities are limited, so get your
tickets early.

Pray tell us, what is a Boar’s Head Festival?

Madrigal and Boar’s Head Feasts have been celebrated
during the Christmas season since ancient times.  In
olden days, the boar was the sovereign of the forest, a
menace to humans and a challenge to hunters.  Serving
it at feasts started with the Romans, and it came to be a
staple at medieval banquets.  As Christian beliefs
replaced pagan customs, the serving of the boar’s head
at a Christmas feast came to symbolize the triumph of
the Christ Child over sin.

In modern times, a Madrigal Supper or a Boar’s Head
Festival is put on as a grand feast, complete with
medieval costuming, decoration and symbolism.  There
are attendees designated as Lords and Ladies, minstrels
and jesters, and a host of others.  Everyone who attends
becomes part of the celebration!  A five-course dinner
will be offered, and there will be mummeries, madrigal
singing, dancing and fresh from the Royal Court, a per-
formance from Mithril.

Mark your calendars, Lords, Ladies, and Gentle folk!
Get all the details on Redeemer’s website:
www.redeemerepiscopal.org

All Saints, Mobile to celebrate
Centennial on All Saints’Day,

November 1, 2009

From The Herald
All Saints’Newsletter

This is a most special day for us! We will
celebrat not only our annual Feast Day, but
our 100th year as All Saints Church as well.
A big day is planned: there will be only ONE
service, at 10:30, for ALL our saints to join
together.

Bishop Philip Duncan will be with us as new
members of the community are baptized,
confirmed, received and reaffirmed, and he
will preach and preside at the Eucharist.
Former clergy are being invited to join us as
well.

Following the service, we’ll have dinner “on
the grounds” in Stirling Hall, with music and
lots of stories to go around!
The lunch committee is trying to get a head
count of those coming for lunch that day.
There are signup sheets available on Sundays
or you can call the church to let us know
(438-2492).

NOTE: The time will change that Sunday
morning, 2am, Nov. 1, so you will ‘fall back-
ward.’That means you really get to sleep in
if you are an 8:00 churchers, and everyone
gets to celebrate together at a fabulous
service!

Please mark your calendars NOWfor
10:30am on Nov. 1 and bring the whole fam-
ily. You won’t want to miss this exciting time
in the life of All Saints!

All Saints Episcopal Church
151 S. Ann St.

Mobile, AL 36604
251-438-2492
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Commission and Province IVNews
Commission on Cursillo

Submitted by Haden Swift Tirey
St. John’s, Monroeville

Cursillo #140 is scheduled for Oct. 22-Oct. 25th.  Just
for your information, Cursillo means “little courses” and
that is what it is!  Short talks on things like “Grace”
“Faith” “Sacraments” “Study” etc.  Some are given by
the Spiritual Advisors (aka Episcopal Priests) and some
are give by lay people.  Janet Foote is the Lay Rector
for Cursillo #140 and she has put together a marvelous
team to help her in making this weekend a memorable
one!  The weekend starts on Thursday night, Oct 22nd
at 6pm and ends Sunday afternoon around 5pm. There
is no charge for the weekend; rooms and meals are free.
All rooms are  doubles, so couples stay together. If you
have not been to a Cursillo weekend before, and would
like to attend, or get more information about the week-
end, please ask your home church Cursillo liason or
your rector.  If that fails, please call me, Haden Swift
Tirey, at 251-743-2024.  I am on staff and will be happy
to help!! 

To all you Cursillistas out there – PLEASE pray for this
upcoming Cursillo weekend, and encourage and sponsor
pilgrims!  Thank you!

Visit the Coastal Pilgrims website:
www.coastalpilgrims.com

Commission on Diocesan
Missions

Small Church Conference
November 14, 2009

Submitted by Lynn Ferren, Chair

The Commission on Diocesan Missions
announces the annual Small Church Conference. The
conference will be held on Saturday, November 14,
2009, at St. Mary’s By-the Sea, Coden, AL. The Rev.
George Rigall, St. Paul’s Chapel, Magnolia Springs, AL.
will give a presentation on his experiences in a small
congregation. His session will concentrate on the care
and work of small congregations, as well as some of the
differences between small congregations and large con-
gregations. Mr. Jim Bolter, St. Andrew’s, Mobile, AL,
will present some helpful information on stewardship
and the small church in the current economy. Mr. Bolter
is a recent member of the Commission on Planned
Giving/Stewardship. The whole conference will give
participants a chance to share information, concerns,
celebrations, and the joy of sharing the Good News of
God’s Love.

The Commission on Diocesan Missions works all
year on plans for the Small Church Conference and the
First Timers Orientation Meeting at the Diocesan
Convention. The Commission hopes that the informa-
tion presented is helpful in continuing the work of small
congregations in the Diocese. The Commission meets
several times a year and often invites members of small
congregations to attend the meetings to share their con-
cerns and celebrations. It is from these informal visits
that some of the ideas for the Small Church Conference
and the First Timers meeting are identified.  The

Commission has also decided to try to give more con-
gregations a voice and will be sending out a short ques-
tionnaire to help determine future topics of interest and
areas where the Commission might offer help to the find
solutions to some of the unique concerns of small con-
gregations.

The conference will begin with registration at 9:00
a.m. followed by Morning Prayer and then the presenta-
tions. Lunch will be served and the conference will con-
clude with the popular Round Table sharing time. Please
make plans to attend the conference and to help cele-
brate the completion of the Diocese’s newest church
building.  St. Mary’s recently completed rebuilding after
Hurricane Katrina destroyed the old church.
Registrations forms will be mailed soon and there will
be online registration. Please register early to help the
Commission and St. Mary’s complete plans for the con-
ference.

Download the registration form

Report from Sewanee to the
Diocese now available online

The University of the South has presented the Diocese
with its annual report for 2008-2009. The full document
can be found on the diocesan website: www.diocgc.org

The report includes enrollment and financial aid statis-
tics for the College of Arts & Sciences and the School
of Theology. 

Also included is a listing of facility improvements, a
report on annual giving, and faculty changes. 

A short summary is provided here:

College of Arts and Sciences students: 1,483
Undergraduate Class of 2012: 409
SAT combined (middle 50% range): 1148-1360
ACT (middle 50% range): 26-30
High School GPA: 3.6
Female 52%, Male 48%
Student/faculty ratio: 11:1
Percentage of college students declaring Episcopal her-
itage: 34.9%
Majors offered (college): 36
Minors offered (college): 32
School of Theology residential students: 79
Newly enrolled students: 32
Returning students: 47
Female 33, Male 46

School of Theology summer graduate students: 61
Degrees offered (seminary): Master of Divinity, Master
of Arts in Theology, Master ofSacred Theology, Doctor
of Ministry. Other programs: Diploma of Anglican
Studies, Certificate of Theological Studies

University Fiscal Year July 1, 2008–June 30, 2009:
Unrestricted operating revenues: $67.6 million
Endowment: $246 million (June 30, 2009)

Other news from Sewanee

SEWANEE, TENN —Professor Emeritus of French J.
Waring McCrady, a member of Sewanee’s class of
1959, captures the majesty and meaning of Sewanee’s
glorious All Saints’Chapel in his new book, with photo-
graphs by William Strode.

All Saints Chapel explores the tradition, the architec-
ture, and the life of the Chapel in 112 pages of photo-
graphs both historic and current, including eight full-
page transparency overlays of its resplendent stained-
glass windows. McCrady’s commentary and captions
describe the content and meaning of the windows,
explain the history of the Chapel, and point out the fas-
cinating quirks and details that might otherwise be
missed. Former University Chaplain Tom Ward, of the
class of 1967, provides the book’s introductory essay.
More information about the book is available at
www.sewanee.edu.

The book was made possible by a generous gift from
William M. Spencer, of the class of 1941; proceeds
from the book will support an endowment for All
Saints’programs and ministry.

The author is the son of the University vice chancellor
who designed and oversaw the historic transformation
of the Chapel during the 1950s. McCrady received his
master’s and Ph.D. from the University of North
Carolina before returning to Sewanee as a long-time
professor of French.

Photographer William Strode shared two Pulitzer Prizes
as a photographer for The Courier-Journal and was
named national Photographer of the Year before he was
30. His photos appeared in exhibitions at the
Smithsonian Institution, the Corcoran Gallery, and the
Museum of Modern Art.

In Photo:
Fr. De Freeman blesses a pet at Epiphany, Crestiew
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Commission and Province IVNews 
Daughters of the King diocesan officers installed
Submitted by Donna M. Schoditsch, DOK President

FT. WALTON BEACH, FL— Bishop Duncan drove across the diocese in the midst of a horrible storm to install our
officers of the Daughters of the King in the Central Gulf Coast.  The DOK Diocesan officers and Chaplain for
CGC (September 2009 – 2012) were installed August 30, 2009 at St. Simon’s in Ft. Walton Beach.

L-R: Chaplain, The Rev. Julia Phillips, St. Patrick's, Panama City;Mary Rodning, Funds Chair, St. Matthews,
Mobile; Donna Schoditsch, President, St. Simon's On-the-Sound, Ft. Walton Beach; Debbie Waldrop, Vice
President, St. Peter's, Bon Secour; Monica Barnard, Secretary, Holy Cross, Pensacola; Charlotte Taylor,
Treasurer, St. Matthew's, Mobile; and Bishop Duncan. Not pictured: Sally Odiorne, Daughter-at-Large Chair, St.
Thomas, Laguna Beach.

Winter Woods
Beckwith Camp & Conference Center

Dec. 27 - 31, 2009

Winter Woods is a time during
the Christmas season to share 
with friends both old and new!
Relax on beautiful Week's Bay

and enjoy great music, fun activities,
inspiring discussions, and joyous worship

all in the glory of Christ.

Singer songwriter Fran McKendree
will be music leader for the entire

Winter Woods 2009 session!  

Winter Woods is open to all applicants 
currently in

6th, 7th & 8th grade. 

Arrival: 
2:00 p.m. Sunday, December 27th, 2009

Departure: 
9:00 a.m. Thursday, December 31st, 2009

Staff and application forms available on Beckwith’s
website and the Diocesan website

www.beckwithccc.org
www.diocgc.org

Congregations throughout The Episcopal Church mark
October 4, the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, by
blessing animals that are companions of their parish-
ioners. Episcopalians can also give an animal that will
be a blessing to a family in an impoverished communi-
ty through Episcopal Relief and Development’s “Gifts
for Life” catalog. 

Find it online here:
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife
Donors can provide animals — ranging from bees and
chickens to goats, pigs and cows — to families, who
receive not only the animal, but training in its care. For
instance, a beehive, which can produce honey and
beeswax for use and sale, is available for $55. A flock
of chickens to begin a family egg business is $135:
shares may be purchased for $25. At $80, a goat pro-
vides milk that can help feed a family; surplus milk
may be sold or made into cheese. These animals can

make the difference between poverty and self-sufficien-
cy for families all over the world. Donations can fund
shares in larger animals, such as a cow or pig. In addi-
tion, groups or congregations may get together to pro-
vide an entire farm’s worth of animals — a cow and
goat for milk products, and an ox and plow for farming.   

Other options are also available, such a providing

drought-resistant seedlings in areas where water is in
short supply; or a community garden, including land,
trainingseeds and the basic tools needed to establish a
reliable food supply for an entire village. Gifts may also
pay for a clean-water system for a village, or micro-
credit loans that help entrepreneurs open new business-
es that benefit them and serve their communities.

Episcopal Relief and Development, a ministry of
The Episcopal Church, works to bring assistance to
people and communities throughout the world in the
wake of crisis and in the face of long term need.

ERD’s “Gifts for Life” catalog
Feast day of St. Francis of Assisi offers another opportunity for giving

St. Paul’s Chapter of the Brotherhood
of St. Andrew installs officers,
receives chapter banner

Submitted by Paul Banko
St. James, Fairhope

The new chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew at
St. Paul’s, Daphne, recently installed its first officers.
Representatives from the St. James, Fairhope, Chapter
presented the new brothers with their banner. Present
were Paul Banko, President, Assembly,  Father Thack
Dyson, Jake Poillon Area Diocesan Coordinator,
Rev. David A. Lee Director, Randy Smith Vice
Director, Sloan Sandefur, Secretary, Hoot Gibson,
Treasurer & Jon Morgan, Chaplain.

Jake Poillon  ADC,(on left) presents the banner donated by
the St. James Chapter to St. Paul’s Brothers Henry
Crawford and Mark Meshejian   Phone photo by Paul Banko



20  THE COASTLINE       FALL 2009               www.diocgc.org

Submitted by Scott Rye, Coastline Communicator’
Trinity, Mobile   
Red Square Agency 

MOBILE, AL — Trinity Episcopal Church has
hired Kevin Davis as Organist and
Choirmaster. Davis officially began his min-
istry in the parish August 1, after spending
several weeks in special training in Los
Angeles, Raleigh and Montreal.  His primary
responsibilities include directing the Parish
Choir, assisting in the liturgical programming
for the church’s worship services, and estab-
lishing Trinity’s Choristers within the Royal
School of Church Music, a new program of
musical instruction that the church is institut-
ing this fall.

“We are thrilled to welcome Kevin Davis
to lead our music programs at Trinity,” said
the Rev. Matthew Corkern, rector of Trinity
Episcopal Church. “Kevin is one of the most
highly trained musicians in Mobile and will
bring a new vitality to our music programs.”

Davis holds a Master of Music in Organ
Performance and Church Music (Choral
Conducting) from Westminster Choir College,
where he studied organ with Joan Lippincott
and choral conducting with Constantina
Tsolainou, Allan Crowell and Frauke
Haasemann.  He earned his Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Organ Performance at Louisiana Tech

University, where he studied organ with Ray
Bradbury, flute with Georgia Huckabay, and
voice with David Wylie.

Davis has directed St. Paul’s Choral
Society, St. Paul’s Schola Cantorum, Rutland
Area Chorus (Vt.) and Voices of Vermont, in

addition to church choirs and handbell choirs.
He has also been the guest conductor of
regional honors choirs in Vermont and New
York.  In addition to performing as an organ
recitalist and flutist, Kevin served previously
as the Director of Music Ministries and
Organist at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Mobile and Grace Congregational United
Church of Christ, Rutland, Vermont.

In addition to his duties at Trinity Church,
Davis will continue as Music Director of Bella
Voce, the premier women’s chorus of Mobile.
He will also serve as an Instructor of Organ
and teach Introduction to Music at the
University of South Alabama.  He is an active
member of the American Guild of Organists,
Association of Anglican Musicians, American
Choral Directors Association, American Guild
of English Handbell Ringers, and Royal
School of Church Music in America.

Founded in 1845, Trinity is the second old-
est Episcopal Church in Mobile. Originally
designed by architects Frank Wills and Henry
Dudley, the Gothic Revival-style church was
moved from its original downtown location to
its current location at 1900 Dauphin Street in
1945. The church was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1990.

www.trinitymobile.org

Trinity, Mobile announces new organist and choirmaster

WASHINGTON, DC The Rev. Margaret
Shepard has received her Doctor of Ministry
from Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, D.C.  The graduation ceremony
was held at the National Cathedral with The
Right Rev. John Bryson Chane, Bishop of
Washington as the welcoming speaker.  

The Rev. Shepard’s dissertation, Called to
Serve in Community: Transforming a Parish
Vitality Through Intentionality and Practice, 
is based on the idea that  there is significant
conversation in the Church today about
church growth.  The project is the story of the
movement of the Holy Spirit in a small
Episcopal church struggling with issues of
low self-esteem, under-funded budgets,
decaying buildings, a lack of focus on mis-
sion, and unresolved trauma from unresolved
conflicts.   

It shows how returning to traditions of

liturgy, worship, spirituality, and story, and
being intentional about these practices can
lead to vitality and a clear sense of identity.
It also offers that listening intentionally to a
church’s own story helps to develop that
identity--that sense of uniqueness—which
enables a parish to say with gusto, “Yes!
This is who we are, and we like who we
are!”  

This strong sense of identity and inten-
tional focus on practices becomes the lens
through which the parish can make the neces-
sary changes which enables them to feel good
about themselves.  Growth in numbers then
becomes only a part of the whole landscape. 

The Rev. Shepard was commended by Dr.
Lewis Parks, Director of the Doctor of
Ministry department, as a “Small Church
Specialist.”         

The Rev. Margaret Shepard receives Doctor of Ministry from Wesley Theological Seminary,
Washington, D.C.

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Shepard
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...even more Parish News

Healing mind, body and spirit the focus of Le Bella Cottage
By Anne Brewer

PENSACOLA, FL- Three Episcopalian women have
combined their talents to focus on their primary mis-
sion of healing the mind, body, and spirit by creating a
unique and welcoming environment where people can
gather to talk, share, have tea, and relax.  The sanctu-
ary these women have created is the La Bella Cottage
in downtown Pensacola. The cottage is a blend of a
shop and gathering place run by Geneva Hill, Jeannie
Lukkar, and Laura Wolfersperger, from St. Cyprians,
Holy Trinity, and Christ Church, respectively. The shop
features everything from a botanical skin care line to

candles and notecards, to original
art, but more importantly there is a
community room where people
can come for centering prayer,
counseling (all three women have
a counseling background), and
workshops.  

La Bella is located at 8 N. Coyle
St., Pensacola, FL

Phone: 850-637-1714

“Themed potlucks” are popular at St. Andrew’s, Destin
Submitted by Kate Driggers, Coastline Communicator
St. Andrew’s, Destin

Parishioners of St. Andrew’s, Destin, have fun with Wednesday night suppers by giving each
supper a theme.   Below are photos from the “Tailgating” potluck held in September!

Photos courtesy of Art Driggers

Youth Minister welcomed with 
reception at Christ Church Parish,

Pensacola

Submitted by Dennis Majewski, Coastline
Communicator/Photographer
Christ Church Parish, Pensacola

PENSACOLA, FL The Rev. Tim Backus, new Youth
Director at Christ Church in Pensacola, was welcomed
with a warm reception in his honor. All types delight-
ful food and a special cake were abundant and a
happy atmosphere prevailed.   We look forward to
having Tim work with our youth at Christ Church ...
he is truly an asset.

Blessing of the Animals 
Several services were held across the diocese for the Feast
Day of St. Francis of Assisi. Please email your photos to
coastline@diocgc.org and they will be added to the online
album. See more photos here: 
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/coastline.editor
Photo below: 
Fr. Ray Buchanan blesses “Beckett” at Church of the
Redeemer ,Mobile
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Around the Diocese

Online go to: http://www.diocgc.org/downloadable-event-flyers/ to download
flyers for many of these events.  The Diocesan online calendar is continually
updated.  Maps and details are available for each event.  Go to
www.diocgc.org and click All Calendars.

October
October 15 FRESH START Diocesan Office
October 15 MEN’S DINNER St. Paul’s, Foley  6 pm
October 17 “BBQ AND BLUES”   Church of the Advent, Lillian 9 am - 3 pm
October 17 “TRUNK SALE”    St. Peter’s, Bon Secour 7 am
October 17 “DOG SHOW!”    St. John’s, Wewahitchka 9:30 am
October 17 “HEALING MISSION” St. Andrew’s, Panama City 1:30 - 3:30
pm, 7 - 8:30 pm
October 18 CHORAL EVENSONG    St. John’s, Mobile 5 pm
October 18 CHORAL EVENSONG St. Luke’s, Marianna 5 pm
October 19 HOME REMEDIES PET CARE SEMINAR Redeemer, Mobile 6 -
7:30 pm 
October 22 - 25 CURSILLO Beckwith Camp and Conference Center
October 23-24  “TRASH N TREASURE” Rummage Sale  St. John’s, Mobile
7am - 1 pm each day
October 23 STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING St. Anna’s, Poarch
(Atmore)  11 am 
October 25 BLOOD DRIVE Holy Cross, Pensacola 9 am - 1 pm
October 25  LAKESIDE CONCERT SERIES St. Agatha’s, DeFuniak Springs
3-4:30 pm 
October 25  FINE ARTS CONCERT SERIES St. Luke’, Marianna 4-5:30 pm
October 27  HOLIDAY FLORAL SHOWCASE St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea
10am-12;  6:30-8:30 pm  

November

November 1  MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATRE  St. Andrew’s, Mobile
5 pm
November 6  CLERGY CONFERENCE
November 6-7 FALL BAZAAR  St. Mary’s, Milton, FL 7 am - 2pm each day
November 6-7 MARKET DAYS St. Paul’s Chapel, Mobile   Friday 9am -
5pm, Saturday 9am - 3 pm
November 6-7    35TH ANNUAL ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR St. Simon’s, Ft.
Walton Beach   Friday 9am - 5 pm, Saturday 9am - 3 pm 
November 7  TAILGATE SALE Epiphany, Crestview   
November 7  “SALE AROUND THE CIRCLE” St. Agatha’s, DeFuniak
Springs  8am - 2pm
November 7  ARTS, CRAFTS & GUMBO SALE Trinity, Mobile  9am - 3pm
November 7  ULTREYA!   St. Peter’s, Bon Secour  6 pm
November 10  12TH ANNUAL BISHOP’S CONFERENCE Montgomery, AL
10am - 3:30 pm
November 13  ST. JAMES CONCERT SERIES  St. James, Fairhope 7:30pm
November 14  ANNUAL SMALL CHURCH CONFERENCE   St. Mary’s,
Coden  9am- 3pm
November 15  CHORAL EVENSONG St. John’s, Mobile 5 pm 
November 19  MEN’S MONTHLY DINNER St. Paul’s, Foley   6:30 pm 
November 20-22 PRAYER OF SPIRIT & BODY RETREAT Beckwith Camp
& Conference Center 
November 20  HOLIDAY SHOPPE GALA PREVIEW PARTY St. Paul’s,
Daphne  6 pm 
November 21-22  HOLIDAY SHOPPE  St. Paul’s, Daphne  Saturday 9:30am
- 3pm   Sunday, 9:00 am - 1 pm 

December

December 5   CHRISTMAS BAZAAR St. John’s, Robertsdale 
December 5   TAILGATE SALE  Epiphany, Crestview   8 am - 1 pm 
December 11  “COME AND BEHOLD HIM”  Preview Gala  St. Paul’s,
Daphne  6:30 - 8:30 pm
December 12-13 “COME AND BEHOLD HIM” Nativity Scene Open House
Sat: 10 am - 4 pm  Sun: 12 - 4 pm
December 17  MEN’S MONTHLY DINNER   St. Paul’s, Foley  6 pm
December 19  MADRIGAL CHRISTMAS DINNER Redeemer, Mobile 6 pm
December 27  BLOOD DRIVE, Holy Cross, Pensacola   9 am
December 27 - 31 WINTER WOODS Beckwith Camp & Conference Center 

The Alabama Plan of Stewardship Education

Submitted by The Rt. Rev. Philip Duncan
Written by The Rev. Maurice L. “Rusty” Goldsmith, D.D

Editor’s Note:
Below are remarks made by The Rev. Goldsmith, speaker at the Diocesan Summer
Blockbuster II Stewardship Meeting in August, 2009

The year was 1969 and The Right Reverend George Murray was Bishop of the
Diocese of Alabama, just before his departure to head the newly formed Diocese of
the Central Gulf Coast.  A task force headed by two young priests, Bill Stough and
Bill Yon, challenged the leadership of the diocese to envision a less secular, more
faithful stewardship method – their first and embryonic version of a new steward-
ship education plan.   Biblically based and theologically sound, the new approach
combined prayer, Bible study, psychological insights and good business methods to
help parishes and individuals examine their current stewardship beliefs and prac-
tices, and gave them tools and resources to move toward a more spiritual and satis-
fying stewardship portion of their life in Christ.

As the program developed, a cadre of lay and ordained individuals was trained to
assist parishes as consultants.  Within a few years the parishioners of the Diocese of
Alabama had the highest average pledge in the American church.  (Alabama, for
the year 2007, had the second highest average annual pledge, based on average
Sunday attendance.  CGC ranked 15th, and was just under the national church aver-
age. )  Soon other dioceses and denominations took notice, and, what by then was
known as the “Alabama Plan,” spread throughout the nation and beyond, proving
that its concepts and methods are universally applicable and effective, and as time-
less as the Gospel which they follow and proclaim.

Believing that “the stewardship commitment of a parish will not rise above the
level of commitment of their leaders,” the Plan begins with that leadership, clergy
and lay.  A consultant shepherds the leadership through an “Exploratory” session to
determine whether or not the parish is prepared to commit to the program.  If so,
the consultant and parish enter into a covenant based on a set of criteria, which
include acceptance of the tithe as the Christian standard and goal, a long-range plan
of increased outreach for the parish, and a commitment to private and corporate
prayer for the parish and the program.  A Stewardship Committee, which also sub-
scribes to the criteria, is responsible for the recruitment of the needed Workers to
make the Plan function.  This “Godly Pyramid Scheme” is crucial, as it is these
Workers who are “educated” in the concepts and theology of the Plan, and from
whom increased commitment of time, talent and treasure is generally experienced.
Their number is mathematically determined by the size of the parish, as the
covenant commits the parish to provide one trained Worker for each four remaining
parishioners.  The original process envisions a Stewardship Sunday home visit by
the Workers to those whom they have chosen.  The Workers then report to the
Team Captain who recruited them.  There is also a follow-up group in place.  A cel-
ebration of the parish’s response is the prelude for a year-round stewardship educa-
tion program for all ages.

There are a number of positive departures from the usual stewardship “campaign,”
the most significant being:

1. Accepting the biblical tithe as the norm and goal of every Christian’s giving.
2. Calculating current giving as a percentage of income, and proportionate giving

as a tool to move toward the tithe.
3. Waiting to prepare the annual parish budget until the pledges are known, rather

than announcing a budget goal to be funded.
4. Replacing the “should” and “ought” vocabulary with “pray” and “consider”;

substituting grace for guilt.
5. Defining clearly the distinction between secular “fund raising” and “Christian

Stewardship,” with increased giving as a secondary result of Stewardship Education
and practice.

6. Focusing on the spiritual centrality of stewardship as a gift from God for the
welfare and joy of the giver, and as a powerful tool for Discipleship development.

My involvement with the Plan began in 1974 when I was new to the Church and to
St. John’s, Montgomery.  A friend visited us on Stewardship Sunday and, without
apology or pressure, outlined the program, shared her own stewardship experience

See Stewardshipnext page
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12th Annual Bishops’Conference on
Shared Ministry in Alabama 

slated for Nov. 10th

Submitted by The Rev. Fred Lindstrom, Diocesan
Ecumenical Officer

The 12th Annual Bishops’Conference on
Shared Ministry in Alabama will take place
on November 10th, 2009 at Messiah
Lutheran Church in Montgomery, Alabama.
The conference begins at 10 am and will end
mid-afternoon after the 2:30 pm Service of
the Word.

This year the Bishops celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the signing of the Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification
(aka JDDJ). Our speaker this year is the Rev.
Dr. William Rusch, a leading ecumenist in
the ELCA(Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America).   Dr. Rusch has written several
books. His last book was “Ecumenical
Reception: Its Challenge and Opportunity.”

Dr. Rusch is the director of the Foundation
for a Conference on Faith and Order in North
America. He was formerly director of the
Commission on Faith and Order of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the
USA. Dr. Rusch serves on the adjunct faculty
for several schools, one of them being Yale
Divinity School.

Dr. Rusch will speak to the Bishops and oth-
ers attending this year on the progress made
since the signing of JDDJ and will then
preach for us as we worship in the afternoon.

The cost of the conference is $15 for pre-reg-
istered participants and $20 for registration at
the door. The registration fee covers the con-
ference and lunch.

The registration package is available on
www.diocgc.org

CONFERENCE AGENDA
10 A.M. Registration begins
10:30 A.M. Mid Morning Prayer
11:00 AM Presentation by Rev. Dr. William
Rusch
11:45 AM Question and Answer
12:15 PM Break
12:30 PM Lunch
1:30 PM Bishops’Comments
2:30 PM Service of the Word 
(Rev. Dr. William Rusch preaching)

Cycle of Violence
Continued from page 3

Below is the resolution proposed by The Rev.
Martha Kreamer at the General Convention of
The Episcopal Church this past summer.  The
Resolution passed resoundlingly!

FINAL VERSION - Concurred
Resolution: D096
Title: Prevention of Domestic Violence
Topic: Violence
Committee: 15 - Education
House of Initial Action: Bishops
Proposer: The Rev. Martha H. Kreamer
____________________________________

Resolved,the House of Bishops concurring, That the 76th General Convention speak out
clearly against the widespread practice of Domestic Violence; and be it further

Resolved,That members of General Convention covenant to pray for victims and their fam-
ilies; and be it further

Resolved,That we urge the appropriate interim bodies to review and recommend the uti-
lization of existing training developed for Domestic Violence prevention, in order to counter
the culture which sustains it; and be it further

Resolved,That the convention strongly encourage all Episcopal bishops and other clergy
and lay leadership to participate in such training as may be available to them; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved,That clergy take leadership in making such information and training available to
their congregations and the community.

Sarah M. Kreamer

and left a pledge card with an invitation to consider
the concepts.  Carolyn and I prayed and talked, and,
trusting God’s promises, adopted the goal of a tithe of
all that God had given us.  Because of the powerful
positive impact this soon had on our lives, I wanted to
learn more and to share with others, and was trained
as an Alabama Plan Consultant.   As my stewardship
expanded my spirituality deepened, and within four
years we were in seminary.  In the parishes I have
served since and as an outside consultant, I have used
the Plan, and variations and insights of it, with unfail-
ing effectiveness, both spiritually and financially,
when faithfully applied and followed.

I remain convinced that the Alabama Plan of
Stewardship Education was inspired at its inception,
and that it continues to be a gift of grace to all who
are led to adopt its discipline.  I pray that we can
truthfully echo Chapter 29 of 1st Chronicles, David’s
magnificent hymn of praise, the ideal King now also
the ideal Steward, in his quintessential statement of
faithful stewardship – “All things come of thee, O
Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.”

Stewardship
Continued from page 22

Report from Beckwith Camp
and Conference Center

FAIRHOPE, AL Beckwith Camp and Conference Center is
off to a new season this “school year” with the upcoming
BECKWITH PIONEERSgathering which will take place
on October 30-31.  Beckwith’s new Director of
Development, Eleanor Parker, has arranged for the guests to
meet at the Masters Center for dinner and fellowship on
Friday, October 30.  After spending the night on campus,
the guests will have Saturday breakfast in Wilson Hall and
will then take a walking tour of the campus to see facility
improvements. Following the tour, Executive Director, John
Koch, and members of the Board will give a presentation on
future plans of Beckwith. 

Winter Woods kicks off in December with the new Camp
Director, Curt Kennington, who is bringing in renowned
musician, Fran McKendree for the entire session.  Winter
Woods is for rising 6th,7th and 8th graders and will take
place December 27 - 31, 2009. Find more details on page 19
of this issue.  Staff and camper applications are available on
the both the Beckwith and diocesan websites.  Also avail-
able are the 2010 Summer Camp dates.

Former Director Steve Masters and wife, Jo, reservations
manager, have retired after serving Beckwith faithfully for
over 30 years.  They are living in Fairhope, AL and will be
missed by campers and parents, Board members and clergy.   
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Receive e-news from the
Diocese! 

THECOASTLINEwill no longer be printed as a hardcopy
newspaper as of October 2009.

All news and announcements will now be on the diocesan
website. E-news will be sent out frequently each month.  

Don’t miss 
Around the Diocese,

The Bishop’s Notesplus the 
occasional reminder e-postcards. 

Sign up now!

Get online and go to  
www.diocgc.org

and click “sign up for email updates!” 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Authentic work by loving hands offers lingering, embracing solace 
to others in time of need

PENSACOLA, FL-  In January 2008, twelve parishioners at Holy Cross, Pensacola,  formed a
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  The group has lovingly crafted fifteen shawls and lap blankets since
the ministry’s inception.  

Prayer shawls are given for a variety of circumstances.  They may be worn while undergo-
ing medical procedures, illness, and recovery; as a comfort after a loss or bereavement; and in
times of stress. Shawls and lap blankets are crocheted, knitted, or woven.  There is a basic list
of colors with associated attributes.  A specific color may be selected for a recipient with a cer-
tain disease or situation.  For example the color red signifies love and energy, and represents
heart disease.  In addition a 3-stitch pattern is sometimes selected as symbolizing the Trinity.
Regardless of color, pattern and texture, the intention of the shawl maker is to begin with

prayers and blessings for the recipient. The intentions are continued throughout the creation of
the shawl. Upon completion, a final blessing is made by our rector, Father Jeff Jencks.
Afterwards a nicely wrapped shawl with a written prayer is presented to the recipient.

Prayer shawls have been made for centuries and embraced by most Christian denominations
and other faiths as Judaism and Hindi.  They are symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally lov-
ing God. They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, hug, and beautify. Those who have
received these shawls are uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to fly above their troubles.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry was started by Sherry Atha, who moved to Pensacola in May
’07. During a hospital stay while living in Augusta, Ga., Sherry was given a prayer shawl from
her parish, Holy Comforter. Wearing the shawl was an extremely meaningful experience as she
felt surrounded by God’s love. She has worn the shawl several times in the last two years as
she struggles with various health issues. Sherry says, “Knowing that someone has prayed for
you is really important to the healing process while undergoing scary times.”

You don’t have to be an expert with knitting needles or crochet hook to be active in the
ministry. All you have to do is be willing to exercise a prayerful discipline.  Half our ministry
members taught the other half to knit and crochet.  Furthermore, this is not a ministry exclusive
to women. Men can join too—we have two brave souls who learned to knit!

Find more photos in the Coastline online gallery:
http://picasaweb.google.com/coastline.editor

CelebrantThe peace of the Lord be always with you.   People And with thy spirit.

By Betty Enfinger, Coastline Communicator
Holy Cross, Pensacola

Prayer Shawls crafted by the Holy Cross Prayer Shawl Ministry


